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An affordable housing crisis: rental costs are out of reach 

Source: National Low Income Housing Coalition. 
Out of Reach,2015



An epidemic of evictions…



The eviction crisis is a racial justice crisis…
Here in Connecticut…



Eviction is a health harming legal need…

Photo credit: Matthew Desmond. Forced 
Out. The New Yorker. February 18, 2016



The eviction crisis is also a legal issue…

 Why Right to Counsel

● Unrepresented tenants nearly twice as 
likely to experience a removal order.

● Only 7% of tenants who appear in court 
have representation compared to more 
than 80% of landlords.

● White tenants more likely to have 
representation than tenants of color.  

Where Right to Counsel

● 8 cities and counting since 2017
● In 2021: CT, MD, WA

https://www.ctdata.org/evictions-report



How Did We Win Right to Counsel in CT?
Connecticut Right to Counsel Coalition 

● Lead by the Central CT DSA in partnership with over 40 different 
organizations

● In 7 months,  coalition and allies successfully advocated for the 
passage of  a statewide bill with $20 million of federal ARPA funds 
for the first two years 

Key campaign elements

● RTC petition and coalition building
● Educational materials & information sessions
● Phone banks
● Public hearing testimony guide & workshops 
● Op-eds written by a diverse set of coalition members
● Letter from 125 medical professionals urging Gov. Lamont to use 

federal relief funds for Right to Counsel



Implementing a Right to Counsel for Tenants 

● Connecticut is just the second 
state to implement Right to 
Counsel!

● Rolling out across the state as 
attorneys are hired and trained

● Currently open to tenants in 15 zip 
codes and all U.S. military 
veterans statewide



How to Access Right to Counsel 

● Tenants receive a notice about the Right to Counsel program with the 
Notice to Quit and the Court Summons 

● Tenants can call 1-800-559-1565 to request an attorney

● Visit www.EvictionHelpCT.org for current zip codes and more resources

http://www.evictionhelpct.org


What Comes Next?

● Sign up to get involved in the campaign 
○ tinyurl.com/3677k6as

● Spread the word about RTC rollout in your 
community 
○ Fliers, social media graphics, and more: 

linktr.ee/CTRTC 

The fight isn’t over! We need to ensure the program is equitably 
implemented + awarded permanent funding in 2023.

https://tinyurl.com/3677k6as
https://linktr.ee/CTRTC

