PROVIDING EFFECTIVE LEGAL REPRESENTATION IN
CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT CASES
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* Items in BOLD can be found printed in your training binder; links to online access also provided where available



SECTION 1: PRACTICE EXPECTATIONS

OCPD Performance Standards: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/OCPD/Forms/Assigned-Counsel/CT_Performance_Standards_For_Counsel_In_Child_Protection_Matters_-Rev_1-2017.pdf
Child Protection Procedures for Assigned Counsel: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/OCPD/Child_Protection/CP_Procedures_Assigned_Counsel/ChildProtectionProcduresforAssignedCounsel7714pdf.pdf
CT Practice Book 2020, Procedures in Juvenile Matters: 
https://jud.ct.gov/Publications/PracticeBook/PB.pdf  

Connecticut Guide to Remote Hearings for Attorneys and Self-Represented Parties, July 2020: https://jud.ct.gov/HomePDFs/ConnecticutGuideRemoteHearings.pdf
SECTION 2: INTRODUCTION TO CHILD WELFARE PRACTICE / 
BASICS OF CHILD ABUSE & NEGLECT LAW

Power Point Presentation – Child Protection Law: Overview of the Law and Legal Process
Child Protection Case Chart: From Report to Permanency, CCA 2020 
Timeline of Events in Juvenile Court Child Protection Matters, CCA 2020  
Relevant DCF Policy

· DCF Policy Manual 22-3, Operational Definitions of Abuse and Neglect
Relevant Law

· Child Abuse and Neglect Law in Connecticut, CT Judicial Branch Law Library, 2019 edition: https://www.jud.ct.gov/lawlib/Notebooks/Pathfinders/ChildAbuseandNeglect/childabuse.pdf
· Major Federal Legislation Concerned with Child Protection, Child Welfare, and Adoption, Child Welfare Information Gateway, May 2019: https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/majorfedlegis.pdf
· CCA Case Library: Abuse & Neglect case summaries: https://cca-ct.org/newsandevents/caselibrary/abuse-and-neglect/
· Standing Orders, Superior Court for Juvenile Matters: https://www.jud.ct.gov/external/super/Standorders/Juvenile/default.htm 

Relevant Reading
· Race and Poverty Bias in the Child Welfare System: Strategies for Child Welfare Practitioners, ABA Children and the Law, December 2019: https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/january---december-2019/race-and-poverty-bias-in-the-child-welfare-system---strategies-f/
· CAPTA Law Codifies Everything Wrong with How We ‘Fight’ Child Abuse, Youth Today, August 2018: https://youthtoday.org/2018/08/capta-law-codifies-everything-wrong-with-how-we-fight-child-abuse/
SECTION 3: DEALING WITH ORDERS OF TEMPORARY CUSTODY 
FROM AFFIDAVIT TO TRIAL
Power Point Presentation – Navigating Emergency Removals and OTCs
Tips for Lawyers: OTC Hearing Checklist, CCA 2020 
Relevant Court Forms

· Motion/Order of Temporary Custody/Order to Appear:   https://www.jud.ct.gov/webforms/forms/JM058.pdf
· Order of Temporary Custody: https://www.jud.ct.gov/webforms/forms/jm149.pdf
· Juvenile Matters Appearance: https://www.jud.ct.gov/webforms/forms/JM013.pdf
· Sample Court Activity Form, Abuse and Neglect 
Relevant DCF Policy
· DCF Policy Manual 21-2-1, Considered Removal: Child and Family Team Meeting

· DCF Policy Manual 22-1, Child Abuse and Neglect Careline Overview

· DCF Policy Manual 22-2-2, Child Protective Investigations
· DCF Policy Manual 23-3, Removal from Home and Placement
· DCF Policy Manual 23-4, Out-of-Home Placement Cases 
Relevant Law

· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-101g(a)-(g).  Determination of abuse or neglect of child.  Investigation. Removal of child in imminent risk of harm.  Family assessment response program.  Development of service plans and plans of care: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319a.htm#sec_17a-101g
· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-129.  Commitment of child or youth.  Petition for neglected, uncared-for, or abused child or youth.  Hearing re temporary custody, order to appear or petition:

https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_815t.htm#sec_46b-129
SECTION 4: CUSTODY HEARINGS – ADJUDICATION AND DISPOSITION
Power Point Presentation – Adjudication and Disposition
Tips for Lawyers: Neglect Petition Checklist – Adjudication and Disposition, CCA 2020


Relevant Court Forms
· Petition – Neglected/Uncared-For/Abused Child: https://www.jud.ct.gov/webforms/forms/JM098.pdf 

· Plea of Nolo Contendere: https://www.jud.ct.gov/webforms/forms/JM102.pdf
· Specific Steps: https://www.jud.ct.gov/webforms/forms/JM106.pdf 

· Adjudicatory/Dispositional Orders: https://www.jud.ct.gov/webforms/forms/jm065.pdf 
· Juvenile Matters Subpoena: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/OCPD/Child_Protection/Forms/SubpoenaJuvenileMattersJDJM97rev398pdf.pdf
Relevant Law

· CT Practice Book, pp. 339-363: https://jud.ct.gov/Publications/PracticeBook/PB.pdf
Relevant Reading
· Conducting Effective Remote Hearings in Child Welfare Cases, The Capacity Building Center for Courts: https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/child_law/conducting-remote-hearings.pdf
SECTION 5: PERMANENCY PLANNING & TERMINATION OF PARENTAL RIGHTS

Power Point Presentation – Permanency Planning & Termination of Parental Rights
Tips for Lawyers: Basics of Permanency Planning, CCA 2020

Tips for Lawyers: Termination of Parental Rights, CCA 2020

Relevant DCF Policy

· DCF Policy Manual 25-1, Adoption Overview

· DCF Policy Manual 26-1, Subsidized Transfer of Guardianship Overview

Relevant Law

· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-15. Development of treatment and permanent placement plan. Review of plan. Hearing. Procedure: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319.htm#sec_17a-15
· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-15a-c. Inclusion of information in documents concerning permanent placement plan: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319.htm#sec_17a-15a
· CT Practice Book § 35a-14: Motions for Review of Permanency Plan

· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-110a. Concurrent Permanency Planning Program.  Duties of DCF. https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319a.htm#sec_17a-110a
· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-111a. DCF to file petition to terminate rights when: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319a.htm#sec_17a-111a
· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-112. Termination of parental rights of child committed to commissioner. Cooperative postadoption agreements. Placement of child from another state. Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319a.htm#sec_17a-112
Court Forms

· Permanency Plan Order and Review: https://www.jud.ct.gov/webforms/forms/JM129.pdf
· Revocation of Order of Commitment: https://www.jud.ct.gov/webforms/forms/jm076.pdf
Helpful Resources

· Practice Tips: Achieving Permanency
· Comparison between Subsidized Transfer of Guardianship and Adoption, 12/31/18

· Tools for Success: A Toolkit for Child Welfare Professionals to Achieve Permanency and Stability for Youth in Foster Care: https://jlc.org/sites/default/files/attachments/2019-02/2018-YFCPermanencyToolkit-FINAL-DIGITAL.pdf
· Practice Book 32a-5(a) Reminder: https://cca-ct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/10/32a-5a.pdf
· Sample Child’s Position Statement – add 
SECTION 6: OVERVIEW OF DCF – INTERNAL POLICIES AND PROCEDURES

Power Point Presentation – Overview of DCF: Internal Policies and Procedures
Important Tips for Lawyers When Interacting with DCF, CCA 2020 

DCF Website: https://portal.ct.gov/DCF 

DCF COVID-19 Information and Resources: https://portal.ct.gov/DCF/COVID-19/HOME 
Contact Information

· DCF Administration Organizational Chart, October 2019: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DCF/OrgChart/October-1-2019.pdf
· DCF Legal Directory, 5/7/20: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DCF/Legal_Division/pdf/Legal-Directory-Rev-5272020.pdf 
· Contacting DCF Offices & Employees: https://portal.ct.gov/DCF/1-DCF/Contact-Us 
Navigating DCF

· Acronyms Used at DCF: https://portal.ct.gov/DCF/1-DCF/DCF-Acronyms
· Commonly Used DCF Words and Phrases: https://portal.ct.gov/DCF/1-DCF/Commonly-Used-DCF-Words-Phrases
· Important DCF Forms: https://portal.ct.gov/DCF/Policy/Forms/Numerical
Relevant DCF Policy

· DCF Policy Manual, Table of Contents: https://portal.ct.gov/DCF/Policy/Legal/V12 

· DCF Policy Manual 1-1, DCF Overview

· DCF Policy Manual 1-2, Strengthening Families Practice Model

· DCF Policy Manual 21-1, Trauma-Informed Care

· DCF Policy Manual 21-6, Regional Resource Group
· DCF Policy Manual 23-1, Ongoing Services Overview


· DCF Policy Manual 23-2-1, Voluntary Placement 
· DCF Policy Manual 24-1, Foster Care Services Overview
· DCF Form 805 – Assessment for Licensure for Relative, Fictive Kin, or Independent Home

· DCF Form 906 – Report to Superior Court for Juvenile Matters Regarding Child’s Foster Home Placement

Relevant Law

· Conn. Gen. Stat. §17a-114.  Licensing or approval of persons for child placement required.  Criminal history records checks.  Placement of children with relatives or fictive kin caregivers.  https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319a.htm#sec_17a-114
Relevant Reading
· DCF Standing Tall for Racial Justice Self-Reflection Guide

· Report on DCF’s Racial Justice Data, Activities and Strategies, February 2019: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DCF/Multicultural_Affairs/SRJW/Racial-Justice-Report_PA18_111_final.pdf
SECTION 7: ADVOCATING FOR SERVICES AND VISITATION /                             CULTURAL COMPETENCE
Power Point Presentation – Advocating for Services and Visitation / Cultural Competence
Tips for Lawyers: Visitation, CCA 2020
DCF Parents’ Right to Know Brochure: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DCF/Brochures/PRTKEnglish-2019.pdf
Harvard Implicit Bias Test (Racial): https://implicit.harvard.edu/implicit/takeatest.html
Relevant DCF Policy

· DCF Policy Manual 20-1, Case Planning Overview 

· DCF Policy Manual 20-1-1, Purposeful Visitation and Contact Standards

· DCF Policy Manual 21-2, Child and Family Permanency Teaming


Relevant Law

· Conn. Gen. Stat. §17a-10a.  Visitation with child in care and custody of commissioner.

Visitation of child with sibling.  https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319.htm#sec_17a-10a
· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-11.  Voluntary admission: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319.htm#sec_17a-11
· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-15.  Development of treatment and permanent placement plan: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319.htm#sec_17a-15
· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-129.  Department not required to seek custody of certain children and youth: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319a.htm#sec_17a-129
· In Re Elijah C., 326 Conn. 480 (2017) https://casetext.com/case/in-re-elijah-c-4?q=323%20U.S.%20134&sort=date-ascending&p=1&type=rule&resultsNav=false 
Relevant Court Pleadings
· Sample Motion for Sibling Visitation 

· Sample Motion for Increased Visitation
· Sample Motion for Contempt re: Failure to Provide Visitation

· Sample Emergency Motion for Services to Prevent Removal  

Relevant Reading

· Implicit Bias Initiative, ABA: https://www.americanbar.org/groups/litigation/initiatives/task-force-implicit-bias/ 

· Articles & Resources from the U.S. Children’s Bureau re: the Benefits of Kinship Care: https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/outofhome/kinship/about/
· Family Time and Visitation for Children and Youth in Out-of-Home Care, ACF Memo, Feb 2020: https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/cb/im2002.pdf
· The Impact of Continued Contact with Biological Parents upon the Mental Health of Children in Foster Care: https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC2928481/
· Changes in Children’s Behavior Before and After Parent Visits: http://fostervckids.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/02/changes-in-behavior-pre-and-post-visit.pdf
· The Harm of Child Removal, Shanta Trivedi, 2019: https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3341033
· Practice Guidelines: Urine and Hair Drug Testing, Community Consultation and Support, September 2019 
SECTION 8: UTILIZING SPECIFIC STEPS &                                                                   ZEALOUS ADVOCACY AT ADMINISTRATIVE MEETINGS
Power Point Presentation –Zealous Advocacy at Administrative Meetings

Relevant DCF Policy & Materials
· DCF Policy Manual 5-2, Administrative Case Review 
· Sample Case Plan

· Sample ACRI

Relevant Letters

· Sample Letter to DCF re: Request for Inclusion at ACR

· Sample Letter to DCF ACR Office Assistant, CCA 2018
· Sample Letter to DCF re: Request for Case Plan and ACRI 

Relevant Court Forms

· Specific Steps: https://www.jud.ct.gov/webforms/forms/JM106.pdf
SECTION 9: ADMINISTRATIVE HEARINGS
Power Point Presentation – Advocacy at Administrative Hearings

Relevant Policy

· DCF Policy Manual 6-5, Administrative Hearings
Relevant Law

· Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 4-177 through 4-183, Uniform Administrative Procedure Act (UAPA): https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_054.htm#sec_4-177
SECTION 10: MOTIONS PRACTICE & OBTAINING RECORDS

Power Point Presentation – Case Strategies and Motions Practice

Tips for Lawyers: Accessing Records for Your DCF Client, CCA 2020


CCA’s Motions Bank: https://cca-ct.org/pleadingsbank/pleadingsbank_abuseneglect/ (e.g. Motion for Child Testimony; Motion for Services; Motion for Reasonable Efforts, Motion to Vacate Commitment)
Relevant Law

· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-28(a)-(m).  Definitions. Confidentiality and access to records; exceptions.  Procedure for aggrieved persons: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319.htm#sec_17a-28
Helpful Resources

· OCPD Practice Memorandum - Ancillary Services Available to Assist in Representation of Clients in Child Protection Matters 

· Case Analysis: Telling the Story of the Family, Trial Advocacy for the Child Welfare Lawyer, National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA)

· Opening Statement: Imprinting the Story, Trial Advocacy for the Child Welfare Lawyer, National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA)
Relevant Letters

· DCF Record Request Form: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DCF/Policy/NEW-fillin-Forms/RecordsRequestForm.pdf
· Sample Letter to DCF Requesting LINK Records


· Sample Letter to Providers Requesting Records
· Sample Letter Request Educational Records

Sample Forms

· Sample Authorization for Release/Review of Education Records 

· Sample Authorization for Release of Protected Health Information (Child)

· Sample Authorization for Release of Protected Health Information (Adult)

· Sample Authorization for Release of Information

· Sample Release of Records to Third Parties 

SECTION 11: MAKING OBJECTIONS AND EVIDENTIARY ISSUES
Tips for Lawyers: Evidence, CCA 2020
Helpful Resources

· Selected Child Welfare Exhibit Foundations, Trial Advocacy for the Child Welfare Lawyer, National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA)

· Common Objections

· Sample Motion to Preclude

· Sample Motion in Limine to Exclude Certain Evidence

SECTION 12: ETHICAL ISSUES IN CHILD PROTECTION MATTERS
Power Point Presentation – Beyond the Rules into Practice: Ethics and Child Protection
Relevant Law

· Connecticut Practice Book 2020, Rules of Professional Conduct: https://www.jud.ct.gov/publications/PracticeBook/PB.pdf 
· In re Tayquon H., 76 Conn.App. 63 (2003): https://casetext.com/case/in-re-tayquon-h
· In re Christina M., 280 Conn. 474 (2006): https://casetext.com/case/in-re-christina-m-3
Relevant Reading
· The Seven Questions to Keep Us Honest, Jean Koh Peters 
·  Client-Directed v. Best Interests: Do I Need a GAL? 
· Communication with Government Agency Represented by Counsel, ABA Formal Ethics Opinion 97-408 
· Ethical Consideration: Model Rule 1.7 Conflict of Interest, ABA Child Law Practice: https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol30/april_20110/ethical_considerationmodelrule17conflictofinterest/  
· The Role of Counsel in Representing Parents, Martin Guggenheim, February 2016: https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol-35/february-2016/the-role-of-counsel-in-representing-parents/ 
· Legal Ethics in Child Welfare Cases, Jennifer Renne: https://www.americanbar.org/content/dam/aba/administrative/child_law/2004_LegalEthics.pdf
SECTION 13: SPECIAL ISSUES IN REPRESENTING YOUNG CHILDREN
Power Point Presentation – Special Issues in Representing Young Children
Tips for Lawyers: Checklist for Foster Home Visits, CCA 2020 


Relevant DCF Policy

· DCF Policy Manual 21-4, Early Childhood Education Chapter 

· DCF Practice Guide 21-4, Access to Early Childhood Education

· DCF Policy Manual 21-5, Health and Wellness

· DCF Policy Manual 21-9, Safe Sleep Environments 

· DCF Practice Guide 21-9, Standards and Practice for Safe Sleep Environments

· DCF Policy Manual 21-10, Continued Breast Milk Feeding During Placement

· DCF Policy Manual 21-11, High Risk Newborns 


Helpful Resources
· CDC’s Developmental Milestones: https://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html
· DCF Multidisciplinary Evaluation (MDE) Report (rev. 8/2014)

· Sample Motion for Immediate In-Court Judicial Review of Provision of Adequate Services to Two Year-Old Child in DCF Care 

Relevant Law

· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-16.  Rights of Children and Youth under the Supervision of DCF: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319.htm#sec_17a-16
· Conn. Gen. Stat. §17a-106e.  Screening of young children who are victims of abuse or neglect for developmental delays: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319a.htm#sec_17a-106e

Relevant Reading

· Practice Tips: Promoting Physical Health, Addressing Early Mental Health and Developmental Needs, ABA Center on Children and the Law
· Articles & Resources from the U.S. Children’s Bureau re: Nurturing and Attachment: https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/preventing/promoting/protectfactors/nurture-attach/
· Attachment and Child Welfare Practice, http://www.practicenotes.org/v19n3/CSPN_v19n3.pdf
· Representing Child Abuse Victims: A Developmental Lens, Claire Chiamulera, March 2015 https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol-34/march-2015/representing-child-abuse-victims--a-developmental-lens/
· Mental Health Services: Critical Supports for Infants, Toddlers and Families, Zero to Three: https://www.zerotothree.org/resources/2086-mental-health-services-a-critical-support-for-infants-toddlers-and-families 
· Trauma: What Child Welfare Attorneys Should Know, ABA Center on Children and the Law: https://www.courts.ca.gov/documents/BTB24-2D-6.pdf
· Understanding the Effects of Maltreatment on Early Brain Development, Child Welfare Information Gateway: https://www.childwelfare.gov/pubPDFs/earlybrain.pdf



          
SECTION 14: REPRESENTING VERBAL CHILD CLIENTS
ReMoved video: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lOeQUwdAjE0
CCA Attorney Checklist – Representing Children in Abuse & Neglect Cases

Tips for Lawyers: How to Access Medical and Dental Care for Youth in DCF Care, CCA 2020
Relevant Law

· Public Act No. 19-44, An Act Concerning a Children in Care Bill of Rights and Expectations and the Sibling Bill of Rights: https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/ACT/pa/pdf/2019PA-00044-R00HB-06403-PA.pdf
Relevant Reading

· Six Things You Should Know About Growing up in Foster Care, Mary Lee, 6/17/15: https://www.huffpost.com/entry/six-things-you-should-kno_b_7605666
· Counseling Children and Youth in Times of Crisis: Understanding Child Development and Building Rapport, Dr. Maisley Paxton & Laura Girard Adams, 2011: https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol30/june_2011/counseling_childrenandyouthintimesofcrisisunderstandingchilddeve/
SECTION 15: YOUTH VOICE – ENGAGING OLDER YOUTH IN CASE PLANNING
Power Point Presentation – Youth Voice: Engaging Older Youth in Case Planning

Relevant DCF Policy

· DCF Policy Manual 28-1, Adolescent Services
· DCF Practice Guide 28-1, Adolescent Services

· DCF Practice Guide 21-16, Working with Transgender Youth & Caregivers
Relevant Law

· In re Matthew F., 297 Conn. 673 (2010): https://casetext.com/case/in-re-matthew-f-1  
Helpful Resources:

· Meet Me Where I’m At (2018): A Message from DCF Adolescents to Foster and Adoptive Parents: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DCF/Racial-Justice-Summit/YAB-POEM.pdf?la=en
· Speak-Up: Your Legal Rights in DCF Care, CCA booklet: https://cca-ct.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/web-Legal-Rights-in-DCF-Care-R-4-2018.pdf
· CCA Flyer on 800 Project, Appealing Discharge from DCF: https://cca-ct.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/04/flyer-for-youth.pdf
· DCF Website for Transitional Supports for Adolescents: https://portal.ct.gov/DCF/Adolescent-Services/Home
· State of Connecticut Adolescents in Care Bill of Rights and Expectations: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DCF/YAB/pdf/AdolescentsinCareBillofRightsandExpectationspdf.pdf
· State of Connecticut Adolescent Needs Prior to Transitioning from Care: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DCF/Youth/Adolescent-Needs-Prior-to-Transitioning-from-Care-1-2017-FINAL.pdf
SECTION 16: CONFIDENTIALITY & PRIVILEGE IN 
CHILD PROTECTION PROCEEDINGS
Power Point Presentation – Confidentiality & Privilege in Child Protection Proceedings
Tips for Lawyers: Alcohol and Drug Abuse Treatment Records, CCA 2020
Relevant Law
· CT Practice Book § 32a-8: Records

· In re Romance M, 30 Conn. App. 839 (1993): https://casetext.com/case/in-re-romance-m-2#p860
· Falco v. Institute of Living, 254 Conn. 321 (2000): https://www.jud.ct.gov/external/supapp/Cases/AROcr/cr124.pdf
Helpful Resources

· Unpublished Opinions: In re Ashley W (2006); In re Na-Shawn J (2006); In re Reginald H (2006); In re Samantha S (2007)
· Sample Motion in Limine to Exclude Out of State Report Regarding Marijuana Testing
· Sample Petitioner’s Ex Parte Motion for Qualified Protective Order
SECTION 17: EXPERT WITNESSES /                                                                   PSYCHOLOGICAL & PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATIONS
Power Point Presentation – Expert Witnesses
Relevant Law
· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-129a.  Examination by physician, psychiatrist or psychologist: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_815t.htm#sec_46b-129a  
· Connecticut Practice Book § 34a-21, Court Ordered Evaluations: https://www.jud.ct.gov/publications/PracticeBook/PB.pdf  
· CT Code of Evidence §§ 7-1 through 7-4, Opinions and Expert Testimony: https://jud.ct.gov/Publications/Code2000.pdf 

Relevant Court Forms

· Order for Psychological/Psychiatric Evaluation Form, Superior Court, Juvenile Matters

Helpful Resources

· Expert Witness Examination: Moving from Perception From Perception to Opinion and Belief, Trial Advocacy for the Child Welfare Lawyer, National Institute for Trial Advocacy (NITA)
· Sample Motion for Psychiatric Evaluation 
· Sample Motion for Independent Assessment 

· Sample Motion for Psychological Evaluation
· Motion for Release of Court Records to Independent Evaluator -add
Relevant Reading

· Guidelines for Psychological Evaluations in Child Protection Matters, American Psychological Association, 2013: https://www.apa.org/pubs/journals/features/child-protection.pdf
SECTION 18: EDUCATIONAL ISSUES FOR THE CHILD WELFARE ATTORNEY
Power Point Presentation – Educational Advocacy for Children and Youth in DCF Care
Relevant Policy

· DCF Policy Manual 21-4, Early Childhood Education Chapter
· DCF Practice Guide 21-4, Access to Early Childhood Education Practice Guide
Relevant Law

· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 17a-65. Academic progress reports. Case plan requirements. Plan re ability of facilities and school programs to meet academic and related service needs. Review of educational files: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_319.htm#sec_17a-65
· Conn. Gen. Stat. § 10-94g. Commissioner of Education to appoint surrogate parent: https://www.cga.ct.gov/current/pub/chap_164.htm#sec_10-94g
· Public Act 17-119: https://www.cga.ct.gov/2017/ACT/pa/pdf/2017PA-00119-R00HB-06741-PA.pdf
· Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) summary: https://www.ncld.org/get-involved/learn-the-law/idea/
Helpful Resources
· Educational Acronyms to Know 
· Questions to Ensure That the Educational Needs of Children and Youth in Foster Care Are Being Addressed

· CT Birth to Three website: https://www.birth23.org/
· Connecticut Parent Advocacy Center (CPAC): https://cpacinc.org/
· SEEK of CT: https://seekct.com/
· FAVOR: http://www.favor-ct.org/
Relevant Reading

· Articles & Resources from the U.S. Children’s Bureau re: Meeting Educational Needs of Children & Youth in Out-of-Home Care: https://www.childwelfare.gov/topics/systemwide/service-array/education-services/meeting-needs/
· Improving Education for Youth in Foster Care, Julie Butner, 2017: https://www.americanbar.org/groups/public_interest/child_law/resources/child_law_practiceonline/child_law_practice/vol-36/nov-dec-2017/improving-education-for-youth-in-foster-care/
· The Educational Needs of Children in Foster Care, Court Improvement Training Academy: https://www.wacita.org/benchbook/chapter-12-the-educational-needs-of-children-in-foster-care/#4Questions_to_Ensure_that_the_Educational_Needs_of_Children_and_Youth_in_Foster_Care_are_Being_Addressed
SECTION 19: APPEALS PROCESS
Relevant Law

· In re Melody L, 290 Conn. 131 (2009): https://www.courtlistener.com/opinion/1940813/in-re-melody-l/
Helpful Resources
· OCPD Website, Child Protection Appeals: https://portal.ct.gov/OCPD/Child-Protection/Child-Protection-Appeals
· A Guide to the Appeal Review Process for Parents: https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/OCPD/Child_Protection/A_Guide_Appeal_Review_Process_for_Parents_June_2015.pdf
· State of CT Judicial Branch Appellate Court website: https://www.jud.ct.gov/appellatecourt/
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