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TIPS FOR LAWYERS

Adjudication and Disposition: One Trial? - A Note of Caution

Bifurcation

The court has discretion to hear adjudication and disposition together in a non-bifurcated hearing.  CT Practice Book § 35a-7. 
Although the language of the Practice Book suggests that the default would be a bifurcated hearing, the common practice is to hold non-bifurcated hearings on both neglect and TPR petitions. Attorneys should always consider whether bifurcation would be more advantageous for their clients and file motions requesting bifurcation pursuant to Practice Book § 35a-7.  

Social Study as Evidence

The social study is required to be admitted prior to disposition. Practice Book § 35a-9 (“no disposition may be made by the judicial authority until any mandated social study has been submitted to the judicial authority).  
The study is marked as an exhibit subject to the right of any party to be heard on a motion in limine requesting redactions and the right to require that the author, if available, appear for cross-examination. Id.  
Attorneys have a right to and should challenge factual inaccuracies. In addition, the admission of the social study is limited to disposition, and attorneys should object to its use in the adjudicatory phase whenever the report is not favorable to their clients. 
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