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ATTORNEY ADVERTISING

Wiggin and Dana
Congratulates Our Attorneys  

for their recognition in the   
2020 Connecticut Legal Awards 

We are honored to be again named  

Litigation Department of the Year
 as well as in the specialty category 

Litigation Department of the Year
Product Liability/Mass Torts

Congratulations to all of the winners!

For more information about the law firm of Wiggin and Dana, please contact  
James Glasser at jglasser@wiggin.com or 203.498.4313

MAUREEN WEAVER
LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

JODY ERDFARB
NEW LE ADERS IN THE L AW

CAROLINE PARK
NEW LE ADERS IN THE L AW

RICHARD LUEDEMAN 
NEW LE ADERS IN THE L AW



As always, the Connecticut Law Tribune strives to present the most useful and
compelling legal stories to members of the profession throughout the year, and we
reserve one special time on the calendar to identify some of the best of the best of
this group we are so proud to serve.

The annual Professional Excellence Awards give us a chance to acknowledge both new
and seasoned lawyers who have made their mark in the industry and have earned the
trust and respect of their clients and peers. This year’s group of honorees has
demonstrated knowledge, skill and compassion, recognized by the peers and clients
who nominated them. We are proud to present the 2020 class to you.

We wish all the winners and coworkers a successful rest of 2020 and trust
that the excellent work will continue in the years to come. Thanks to all for your
enthusiastic participation.

Michael Marciano
Bureau Chief
Connecticut Law Tribune
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WELCOME



 

 

Our congratulations and best wishes to all of 
the firms and honorees who are being 
recognized for their accomplishments in the 
Connecticut Law Tribune’s Connecticut 
Legal Awards 2020. 
 
We are honored to be named as 2019 
Appellate Department of the Year, and look 
forward to continuing our successful 
representation of individuals and 
organizations in litigation matters in the 
years ahead.   
 

 

Cowdery & Murphy, LLC 

280 Trumbull Street, 22nd Floor, Hartford, Connecticut 06103 

www.cowderymurphy.com     860-278-5555 



2020 HONOREES
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NEW LEADERS IN THE LAW

Dan Brody 
Robinson & Cole

Julia Camarco 
Shipman & Goodwin

Kimberly Cohen 
Shipman & Goodwin

Alexander Copp 
Cohen and Wolf, P.C.

Bridget D’Angelo 
Carmody Torrance Sandak & Hennessey

Blake Driscolli 
Trantolo & Trantolo

Jody Erdfarb 
Wiggin and Dana

Isis Irizarry 
IMI Law

David Lavery 
Connecticut Fair Housing Center

Stephen Lebedevitch 
The Lebedevitch Law Firm

Sebastian Lombardi 
Day Pitney

Graham Moller 
Cramer & Anderson

Benjamin Nissim 
Murtha Cullina

Richard Luedeman 
University of Connecticut School of Law

Caroline Park 
Wiggin and Dana 

Brittany Paz 
Ruane Attorneys at Law

Zachary Phillipps 
Wofsey, Rosen, Kweskin & Kuriansky

Martha Royston 
Murtha Cullina

Jill Ruane 
Ruane Attorneys at Law

Jonathan Schaefer 
Robinson & Cole

Stacy Schleif 
Center for Children’s Advocacy

Taylor Shea 
Robinson & Cole

Alex Taubes 
David Rosen & Associates

Emily Trudeau 
Fairfield State’s Attorney’s Office
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2020 HONOREES

LITIGATION DEPARTMENTS  
OF THE YEAR – GENERAL

Wiggin and Dana

LITIGATION DEPARTMENTS  
OF THE YEAR – SPECIALTY

Cowdery & Murphy 
Appellate

Murtha Cullina 
Appellate

Wiggin and Dana 
Product Liability/ 

Mass Torts



DISTINGUISHED LEADERS

Lawrence Adler 
Managing Partner, Adler Law Group 

John Cordani 
Robinson & Cole 

“A member of Robinson+Cole’s Business 
Litigation Group, John Cordani’s practice is 

focused on intellectual property litigation. He 
has litigated patent, trade secret, trademark, 
and antitrust cases through trial and appeal 
in federal courts across the United States.”

Renée Dailey 
Head Partner of Hartford office 

Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld 
“I am honored to be recognized among this 
esteemed group of leading lawyers who are 
committed to our communities and the legal 

profession in the state of Connecticut.” 

Steven Katz 
Partner, Rome Clifford Katz & Koerner 

Joette Katz 
Partner, Shipman and Goodwin 

““It is truly an honor to be recognized by the 
Connecticut Law Tribune as a Distinguished 
Leader is a profession I’ve loved and valued 

for over 40 years.”

Barry Moller 
Partner, Cramer & Anderson 
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2020 HONOREES
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DISTINGUISHED LEADERS

Todd Sharinn 
Head of Intellectual Property and 

Commercial Litigation Practice Groups, 
Gilbride Tusa Last & Spellane 

“I am honored and humbled to be included 
among the select few chosen to receive this 
award. I will make every effort to continue 
to serve our clients and my firm, The Legal 

Cooperative, to the best of my abilities. 
Congratulations to all my fellow recipients!”

Eric Stockman 
Partner, Stockman O’Connor 

“After 26 years and almost 50 trials, I am most 
proud to have served my clients zealously and 

ethically, and in the process to have forged 
relationships with my clients, partners and 
peers that will carry on beyond the law.”

Attorney General William Tong 
Connecticut Office of the Attorney General 

Keith Trantolo 
Managing Partner Trantolo & Trantolo 

Jay Sicklick 
Center for Children’s Advocacy 

“I am proud to be named a “Distinguished 
Leader” by the Connecticut Law Tribune and 
this award is truly reflective of the incredible 

dedication and work that my colleagues 
at the Center for Children’s Advocacy 

demonstrate every day.”



C O N G R A T U L A T I O N S

B R E N D E N  L E Y D O N

STAMFORD (Main Office)
80 Fourth Street,
Stamford, CT 06905

Tel: (203) 333-3339
Fax: (203) 324-1407
www.WoclLeydon.com

BRIDGEPORT
1087 Broad Street,
Bridgeport, CT 06604

Auto/Truck Accidents

Medical Malpractice

Unsafe  Products

The Attorneys at WoclLeydon congratulate attorney and partner

Brenden Leydon

for being a finalist in the

CONNECTICUT LEGAL AWARDS’ ATTORNEY OF THE YEAR
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BEST OFFICIATORS

Carolanne Rowe 
Judge of Probate at the Connecticut 

Probate Court

GIANT SLAYER

Daniel Lage 
Partner, Ruane Attorneys

Yazmin Rodriguez 
Partner, Esperanza Law

GAME CHANGERS

Mark Dendinger 
Partner, Bracewell

Felice Duffy 
Duffy Law

Eileen Flug 
Berchem Moses

Sharad Samy 
General Counsel, Commonfund

GC IMPACT

Lisa Proch 
General Counsel and Chief Compliance 

Officer, Talcott Resolution

BEST MENTORS

Glenn Carberry 
Partner, TCORS

Mark Carta 
Partner, Carta, McAlister & Moore

Victoria Woodin Chavey 
Principal, Jackson Lewis

Ed Doernberger 
Partner, Saxe Doernberger and Vita, PC

John Mutchler 
Partner, Murtha Cullina

Jonathan Olsson 
Deputy General Counsel, Nielsen

James Sexton 
Partner, Sexton & Company

Robert Keane 
Vice President & Associate Group General 

Counsel, Travelers



Congratulations

coverage@sdvlaw.com www.sdvlaw.com203-287-2100     

Edwin L. Doernberger 
on receiving the 

Connecticut Legal Awards

Best Mentor

As a leader in Insurance Litigation and Risk Management Strategy nationwide, 
SDV is the “Right Choice for Policyholders”.

More than 40 years in practice 
Co-Founder of Saxe Doernberger & Vita, P.C.
Head of the Environmental Practice Group

“Ed is an exceptional lawyer and colleague. Each and every day he devotes 
himself to teaching and mentoring new associates to ensure that they hone their 

skills and provide extraordinary service to the firm’s clients.  We are all better 
lawyers because of Ed’s guidance and support.”~ K. Alexandra O’Neill, Associate



As the only law firm with offices and attorneys in  As the only law firm with offices and attorneys in  

all 50 states, we deliver maximum value to our clients  all 50 states, we deliver maximum value to our clients  

by combining the resources of a full-service national  by combining the resources of a full-service national  

firm with the local knowledge of a regional firm.firm with the local knowledge of a regional firm.

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS  
TO OUR UNSUNG HERO 

Cullen W. Guilmartin, Partner
Hartford · Providence · Westchester 

cguilmartin@grsm.com / 860.494.7513  

HARTFORD OFFICE

95 Glastonbury Blvd., Suite 206

Glastonbury, CT 06033

www.grsm.com

GORDON & REES CONGRATULATES THE  

Connecticut Legal Awards  
2020 Honorees

50
TOP

Top 50 Largest U.S. Law Firms

Top 50 Law Firm for Female Attorneys

Top 50 Law Firm for Diverse Attorneys

50+ Trials Over the Past Year
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2020 HONOREES

IN-HOUSE LEGAL DEPARTMENT 
DIVERSITY & QUALITY OF LIFE

Eversource Energy

LAW FIRM INNOVATORS

Wolf & Shore Law Group

UNSUNG HERO

Ashleigh Backman 
Connecticut Veterans Legal Center

Barbara F. Green 
Law Offices of Green and Gross

Cullen Guilmartin 
Gordon Rees Scully Mansukhani

Conrad Seifert 
Seifert & Hogan

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT

John A. Collins, III 
Director, Suisman Shapiro Attorneys-at-Law

Frank Coulom 
Partner, Robinson & Cole

Beverly Garofalo 
Principal, Jackson Lewis

Richard Meehan 
MeehanLaw

Robert Mitchell 
Founding Principal, Mitchell & Sheahan

Vincent Trantolo 
Trantolo & Trantolo

Amado Vargas 
Former Partner, Vargas Chapman Woods

Maureen Weaver 
Partner, Wiggin and Dana



As the only law firm with offices and attorneys in  As the only law firm with offices and attorneys in  

all 50 states, we deliver maximum value to our clients  all 50 states, we deliver maximum value to our clients  

by combining the resources of a full-service national  by combining the resources of a full-service national  

firm with the local knowledge of a regional firm.firm with the local knowledge of a regional firm.

SPECIAL CONGRATULATIONS  
TO OUR UNSUNG HERO 

Cullen W. Guilmartin, Partner
Hartford · Providence · Westchester 

cguilmartin@grsm.com / 860.494.7513  

HARTFORD OFFICE

95 Glastonbury Blvd., Suite 206

Glastonbury, CT 06033

www.grsm.com

GORDON & REES CONGRATULATES THE  

Connecticut Legal Awards  
2020 Honorees

50
TOP

Top 50 Largest U.S. Law Firms

Top 50 Law Firm for Female Attorneys

Top 50 Law Firm for Diverse Attorneys

50+ Trials Over the Past Year



Eversource Energy Congratulates its Legal Department

for its recognition by the Connecticut Law Tribune

to receive this year’s Professional Excellence Award—the 

In-House Legal Department Diversity and Quality of Life Award. 

This award is important and uniquely meaningful

as it recognizes e�orts made by our Legal Department

now and in the future. 

Eversource.com

Congratulations
Eversource Honorees.

..................................................

2020 Connecticut Legal Awards

September 30, 2020
..................................................
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ATTORNEY OF THE YEAR FINALISTS

Franca DeRosa 
Partner, Brown Rudnick

Brenden Leydon 
Wocl Leydon

Leslie King 
Partner, Carlton Fields

ATTORNEY OF THE YEAR WINNER

Leslie King 
Partner, Carlton Fields



Eversource Energy Congratulates its Legal Department

for its recognition by the Connecticut Law Tribune

to receive this year’s Professional Excellence Award—the 

In-House Legal Department Diversity and Quality of Life Award. 

This award is important and uniquely meaningful

as it recognizes e�orts made by our Legal Department

now and in the future. 

Eversource.com

Congratulations
Eversource Honorees.

..................................................

2020 Connecticut Legal Awards

September 30, 2020
..................................................



THANK YOU TO OUR GOLD SPONSOR

THANK YOU TO OUR SILVER SPONSORS

16 #ConnecticutLegalAwards

© 2020 The Travelers Indemnity Company. All rights reserved. Travelers and the Travelers Umbrella logo are registered  
trademarks of The Travelers Indemnity Company in U.S. and other countries. CE-10369 New 8-20

Travelers has a long-standing commitment to coaching and mentoring. 

Congratulations to Rob Keane, one of 
the Best Mentor honorees, and to all 
the other 2020 Professional Excellence 
Awards winners and finalists.
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Travelers has a long-standing commitment to coaching and mentoring. 

Congratulations to Rob Keane, one of 
the Best Mentor honorees, and to all 
the other 2020 Professional Excellence 
Awards winners and finalists.
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THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS
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Congratulates 
Richard T. Meehan Jr. 
on his lifetime 
achievements.

BUILT ON A LEGACY DATING BACK TO 1961

WESTPORT 

29 East Main Street 
Westport, CT 06880
203.635.4688

BRIDGEPORT

76 Lyon Terrace 
Bridgeport, CT 06604
203.333.1888  
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Connecticut Law Tribune provides the focused reporting on breaking news, trends and long-term 
implications that gives lawyers and legal professionals the business intelligence to run their firms and 
practices, win cases, close business deals and connect with colleagues and clients in the Connecticut 

market, with a special emphasis on hyper-local reporting on the issues and people affecting the 
Connecticut legal community.
www.law.com/ctlawtribune/

Law.com provides Lawyers within the world’s leading law firms and legal departments (Global 200, 
Law.com subscribers, GCs at the F1000) with news and analysis of the global legal industry, insights 
into what’s happening across all sectors of the legal industry in all major markets around the world. 

Law.com is the world’s legal authority, offering quality local coverage with global insights & trends on 
the entire legal industry to give international lawyers the competitive edge and business intelligence 

needed to grow their business worldwide.
www.law.com

ALM events are the ideal destination for legal business leaders to connect with peers, industry 
experts, and legal technology providers. ALM legal events help legal professionals stay abreast of 

change and connected to those leading the change. View our upcoming events calendar and join us!
www.alm.com/events

HOSTS



Lisa Proch

Congratulations to Lisa Proch, Talcott 
Resolution’s General Counsel and 
Chief Compliance Officer, for receiving 
the GC Impact award from The 
Connecticut Law Tribune for her 
significant accomplishments in 2019.

“Talcott Resolution” is Talcott Resolution Life, Inc. and its subsidiaries, 
located in Windsor, CT 06095.




