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MOTION FOR REVOCATION OF COMMITMENT

The Father, (Mr. 

), of 

 (
) hereby moves pursuant to Connecticut Practice Book § 35a-14 to revoke the commitment of

 to the Department of Children and Families, either with or without protective supervision.


Connecticut Practice Book § 35a-14 Motions for Review of Permanency Plan and to Maintain or Revoke the Commitment states in pertinent part that:
(a) …Nothing in this section shall preclude any party from filing a motion for revocation of commitment separate from a motion for review of permanency plan and to maintain or revoke the commitment subject to subsection (c) of this rule.

(c) Whether … revoke the commitment is a dispositional question, based on the prior adjudication, and the judicial authority shall determine whether it is in the best interest of the child to maintain or revoke upon a fair preponderance of the evidence….  The party seeking revocation of commitment has the burden of proof that no cause for commitment exists.  If the burden is met, the party opposing the revocation has the burden of proof that revocation would not be in the best interest of the child….

(e) If the judicial authority determines at the hearing on the motion for review of permanency plan and to maintain or revoke the commitment that further efforts to reunify the child with the parent are appropriate, the judicial authority shall provide the parent with specific steps the parent shall take to address problems preventing reunification.  Six months after such hearing, the judicial authority shall hold another hearing to assess the parent's progress….
In support of his motion, the Father states the following:

1.   The Father has complied with all expectations (specific steps signed DATE), namely:

A)
The Father has kept all appointments set by or with DCF.  The Father has cooperated with DCF home visits, announced or unannounced, and visits by the child(ren)’s court-appointed attorney and/or guardian ad litem.

B)
The Father has kept his own whereabouts known to DCF, his attorney and the attorney for the children.  In DATE, the Father notified his attorney and DCF that he intended on changing residence.  On DATE, the Father’s attorney filed a notice of change of address to all relevant parties of the case.

C)
The Father participated in counseling and made progress toward the identified treatment goals:  Parenting and Individual – Improve parenting skills through appropriate discipline and learning appropriate child development.  The Father has enrolled in a parenting program at the YWCA in New Britain after being placed on a waiting list.  The parenting class meets once a week for eighteen (18) weeks.  The Father has attended and participated in fourteen (14) classes.  The Father expects to graduate in four (4) weeks.

D)
The Father is willing to accept and cooperate with in-home support services referred by DCF.

E)
The Father has submitted to substance abuse assessment and followed the recommendations regarding treatment, including inpatient treatment if necessary, aftercare and relapse prevention.  On DATE, the Father participated in a substance abuse evaluation at the Wheeler Clinic.  The Wheeler Clinic recommended Early Intervention Substance Abuse Treatment Program.  The Father has completed the Early Intervention Substance Abuse Treatment Program.

F)
The Father has submitted to random drug testing, time and method of the testing was at DCF’s discretion.  The Father has tested negative for any illegal substances since DATE.

G)
The Father has cooperated with recommended service providers for parenting/individual/family counseling, in-home support services and/or substance abuse assessment/treatment; specifically, The Wheeler Clinic for Domestic Offenders Offender Intervention Program (D.O.V.E.) and substance abuse treatment.  In DATE, the Father began the D.O.V.E. program, after a lengthy waiting list to begin the program.  The D.O.V.E. Program is twenty six (26) weeks in length.  To date, the Father has completed twenty (20) weeks of the program.  The Father expects to graduate the program in six (6) weeks.

The goals of the Domestic Violence Offender Intervention Program are to increase offender accountability and victim/family safety.  Through the D.O.V.E. Program, domestic violence offenders can learn how to identify their control issues, appropriately work through their feelings, recognize the impact of their behavior, and make behavioral changes to improve their current and future relationships.
Program Services include a two session assessment, including substance abuse evaluation and risk assessment, a 90-minute weekly group sessions targeting domestic violence issues, an individualized treatment planning for the offender, Psychiatric consultation as needed,  concurrent, collaborative substance abuse and/or gambling treatment through The Wheeler Clinic’s Addictions Unit, a referral for other services as necessary (i.e. individual or inpatient treatment), and ongoing victim contact to assist in evaluation and monitoring.  The D.O.V.E. Offender Intervention Program is designed to collaborate closely with criminal courts and local domestic violence shelters.  This cooperative effort helps to increase victim safety.
H)
The Father is willing to cooperate with court order evaluations or testing.  To date, no evaluations or testing has been ordered.

I)
The Father did sign releases within 30 days authorizing DCF to communicate with service providers to monitor attendance, cooperation and progress toward identified goals, and for use in future proceedings before the Court.

J)
The Father has secured and maintained adequate housing and legal income.  On DATE, the Father did secure Section Eight Housing at ADDRESS.  The apartment is a two bedroom apartment appropriate for him and the child(ren).
The Father is employed at RESTAURANT.

K)
For the past four (4) months, the Father has not engaged in substance abuse.

L)
The Father has had no further involvement with the criminal justice system.

In the Father’s criminal case which stemmed from this juvenile case, the State Attorney has advised the Father that so long as he continues to comply with DCF requirements that eventually the State Attorney Office shall nolle the charges.  The Father’s next criminal court date is DATE to monitor compliance.

M)
The Father has advised DCF of any changes in the composition of the household to ensure that the changes does not compromise the health and safety of the child(ren).  To date, the Father resides by himself.

N)
The Father has cooperated with child(ren)’s therapy.

O)
The Father has visited the child(ren) as often as DCF permits.  Beginning in DATE, DCF scheduled supervised weekly visits between the Father and child(ren) for one hour.  The Father has attended all visits except for one visit, which the Father cancelled by calling in advance. Beginning in DATE, DCF has moved the Father’s visits to unsupervised visits.

P)
The Father did within thirty (30) days of the issuance of these steps, and in a timely manner thereafter, notify DCF in writing of the name, address, family relationship and birthdate(s) of any person(s) whom the respondent would like the department to investigate and consider as a placement resource for the child(ren).  On DATE, the Father offered 
’s paternal grandmother (
) as a family resource.  DCF stated that Ms. 
 would need to change residence prior to her being approved as a resource.

Q)
The Father has notified DCF of the names and addresses of the grandparents of the child(ren). 

3.  It is in the best interest of the child(ren) that reunification occur with the Father at this time.


WHEREFORE, The Father respectfully requests that his motion for revocation of commitment be granted.
Respectfully submitted by,

Attorney

ORDER

The foregoing Motion, having been presented, IT IS HEREBY ORDERED:






GRANTED/DENIED

BY THE COURT

CERTIFICATION
On DATE, I hereby certify that a copy of the above was mailed, faxed and/or hand delivered to all counsel and pro se parties of record.

Assistant Attorney General

New Britain Juvenile Court Mailbox

Department of Children & Families

Social Worker

One Grove Street

New Britain, CT 06053

Child’s Attorney/Guardian Ad Litem

Attorney
New Britain Juvenile Court Mailbox

Attorney for the Mother

Attorney 
New Britain Juvenile Court Mailbox

Chris Oakley

Attorney

Home/Office:             PO Box 620 Portland CT 06480

New Britain Office:   82 Vine Street New Britain CT 06052

Tele #
 860-342-2302

Fax #
860-342-2304
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