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You made it happen.

This has been a year of unbelievable challenge. And change.

You changed the lives of immigrant children in Connecticut who lived in 
fear of deportation. You provided legal support for kids who aged out of 
state care and had no one to turn to for support. 

You reduced racial inequities in Connecticut’s largest cities, secured 
medical access for kids living in deplorable situations, allowed children 
with disabilities to join classmates on the playground, and children with 
diabetes to attend summer programs.

You improved the education of students with special needs and helped 
youth returning to the community get back to school and secure em-
ployment. You found safety for kids who were homeless and afraid, and 
passed legislation that protects more youth than ever before.

You are our heroes.

This critical ongoing work could never be done without you. 
Thank you for being there for the children who need you.

Martha Stone
Executive Director

If you are neutral in situations of injustice, 
you have chosen the side of the oppressor.
– Desmond Tutu

DONATE NOW TO 
CONTINUE YOUR 

SUPPORT

https://ccact.salsalabs.org/ccayearend/index.html


Xavier was relentlessly bullied.

His mother met with the teacher. She went 
to the school counselor. She left many mes-
sages for Bridgeport’s administration. No 
one got back to her and nothing was done. 

When kids at school pushed Xavier down a 
fl ight of stairs, his mom had no choice but to 
get him out of there.

Through a friend, she heard about the 
Center for Children’s Advocacy.

Xavier’s CCA attorney pressured the school 
to deal with the bullying. It is the law. They 
held a meeting and CCA won a directive to 
enroll Xavier in a program that meets his 
special education needs. 

We relieved the family’s daily fear about 
Xavier’s physical and emotional safety. 

Our legal representation secured a support 
system that helped Xavier become a happy 
and confi dent young man. He likes school. 

For the very fi rst time, Xavier has friends. 
He was even invited to a birthday party. 

What can I say about Xavier’s CCA 
attorney,  who has not only made my 
son so happy, but has given me hope 
for his future?

– Xavier’s mother

Education and Bullying



Angelyna, an excellent student and athlete, 
was left to defend herself when Stratford 
schools brushed off  the discrimination and 
harassment she suff ered on her daily bus 
ride to school.

“Boys on the bus were constantly calling 
me the N word, and making sexual com-
ments. My family went to the school so 
many times to tell them what was happen-
ing. That made the boys treat me worse.”

Angelyna lashed out one day and struck 
one of the boys who was threatening her. 
She was arrested when she got to school. 

Her parents called the Center’s Bridgeport 
offi  ce to fi nd out what they could do.

CCA’s attorney held the school responsible 
for not following the state’s bullying laws. 
We met with the Superintendent and got 
action to assure Angelyna’s safety. Our 
legal mediation resolved the boys’ aggres-
sion, and our advocacy got Angelyna’s 
court case dismissed.

With the Center’s help, Angelyna and her 
family stood up to bigotry, bullying and 
harrasment. Remarkably strong and 
resilient, Angelyna fi nished the 
school year at the top of her class.

I’m afraid of what would have 
happened without CCA’s help.

– Angelyna’s mother

Racial Justice



I can be changed by 
what happens to me but 
I refuse to be reduced by it. 
– Maya Angelou

Abuse and Neglect

When Isabel’s sister left for college, Isabel 
was left alone with her mother, who suff ers 
from schizophrenia and paranoia. Home 
was just not safe.

The Department of Children and Families 
wanted to place Isabel in foster care, but 
Isabel wanted to stay at home and get help 
for her mother.

With CCA’s legal support, a judge agreed to 
let Isabel tell the court what she wanted. He 
listened, but agreed with DCF and, at age 
16, Isabel was placed in foster care.

Isabel’s CCA attorney continued to support 
her. There was a constant fi ght to secure a 
safe foster placement: in one foster family, 
the son propositioned her; in another, her 
belongings were stolen; in a third, Isabel 
was raped. DCF fi nally agreed to let Isabel 
live with aunts who could provide a safe 
home.

Isabel graduated from high school last year 
and is attending University of Connecticut. 
She wants to become a social worker so 
she can help other youth whose home lives 
are critically unstable.

The person who was always there for Isabel 
was her CCA attorney. She was the only 
person who went to Isabel’s high school 
graduation. Isabel calls her family.



Immigration

Matthias is mastering English and doing 
well in his new school.

His parents work hard to stay involved 
with Matthias’ education. They are learn-
ing English too, sometimes with Matthias’ 
help, and want to be sure that their son will 
succeed.

Parental involvement is a crucial factor 
in children’s academic success. When 
schools, families, and communities work 
together, students earn higher grades and 
stay in school longer.

Federal statutes mandate that public 
schools provide language access to Limited 
English Profi cient (LEP) parents. 

The Center worked with a coalition of 
parents and community partners to assure 
that Bridgeport schools would follow the law 
to keep families informed and engaged in 
their children’s education.
 

.. anything is possible when 
the right people support you. 

– Misty Copeland



Fabiana was an infant when her father 
began to abuse her. 

When she was two, he abandoned the fam-
ily. Fabiana and her mother landed on the 
streets in Guatemala City. They were threat-
ened by gangs, with no place to go.
 
Knowing she couldn’t earn enough to 
keep Fabiana safe, her mother made the 
heart-breaking decision to leave Fabiana 
with an aunt and get to the U.S. 

Years passed. Fabiana’s mother sent mon-
ey for her care, but a city gang threatened   
    to kill Fabiana if her aunt did not pay them 
      each time money arrived. 

         Fabiana was terrifi ed. Her mother  
           knew she had to act quickly to get 
            Fabiana out of there.

                 CCA represented Fabiana when    
                   she arrived in Connecticut and  
                    helped secure court fi ndings  
                     that allowed her to apply for  
                      Special Immigrant Juvenile 
                       Status.

                            Children without legal help  
                              are often sent back to 
                               countries where they live 
                                in constant danger. 

                                 Fabiana is reunited 
                                 with her mother, 
                                 enrolled in school, 
                                 learning English, and 
                                 getting medical care. 
                                 She fi nally has hope for 
                                 the future. 

Special Immigrant Juvenile Status

Center for Children’s Advocacy clients Deybis and 
Beberly prepared to provide legislative testimony in 
support of extending eligibility for Special Immigrant 
Juvenile Status to age 21. 

Deybis and Beberly worked with CCA Board member 
Marilyn Diaz, who helped with translation and support: 

“My name is Deybis Carcamos, I am eighteen years old 
and attend school in Stamford.

My mother left when I was fi ve years old. I was cared for 
by my great-grandmother in Honduras until a year and 
a half ago, when she had a stroke. I had no place to go 
except my grandmother’s house in Connecticut.

I was taken by the U.S. Border Patrol as I tried to enter 
the United States, then sent to live with my grandmother 
in Connecticut to face immigration court.

It was very diffi  cult for my grandmother to fi nd help for 
me. She could not aff ord a lawyer to help her become 
my legal guardian. After months of looking, and just be-
fore my 18th birthday, the Center for Children’s Advoca-
cy took my case. Thanks to my CCA lawyer, my grand-
mother became my legal guardian and I got the special 
fi ndings to remain in her care. 

I want to fi nish high school, become a plumber and fi nd 
work so I can give back to my grandmother and all the 
good people who have helped me. Without this law, 
other kids will not have the same opportunity.”

Their successful eff orts resulted in Public Act 18-02.



I always believed 
there’s another chance.
– Sugar Ray Leonard

Education is key to success, but for youth 
discharged from the juvenile justice system, 
a second chance can be hard to get.

Luke is back in Hartford after a stay at 
Manson Youth Institution. It has been tough 
to fi nd housing, get back into school, fi nd a 
part time job. 

He’s got a record. Though his crime was not 
violent and Luke knows he won’t make the 
same mistake a second time, a record is a 
roadblock.

He had trouble transferring academic credits 
to the local high school. It was impossible to 
get a job. Safe housing was a struggle.

The Center has been working with many 
Hartford youth who face these overwhelming 
issues. CCA attorneys helped youth apply to 
have juvenile records erased, assured that 
earned credits were transferred to the public 
high school, and helped fi nd housing that is 
safe and steady. 

Everyone deserves a second chance. 

Juvenile Justice



Youth Homelessness

Commitment is an act, 
not a word.
– Jean-Paul Sartre

James had been incarcerated. When he 
was released at age 18, he slept on friends’ 
couches so could fi nish high school. 

James wanted to attend college. He wanted 
a job and a safe place to live. He had grown 
up in Hartford, but his mother lived with a 
man who would not let James come back. 

James needed legal help. He needed his 
birth certifi cate so he could get a state ID. 
He needed a safe place to live so he could 
get a job and enroll in community college. 
The Center for Children’s Advocacy was 
there to help James do all of that.

We worked with a housing program to help 
him secure a safe place to live, advocated 
with DCF to provide life skills training, and 
helped James enroll in community college 
classes. He is working part time as well.

James is safe. He is committed and deter-
mined to continue on a path to security and 
independence.  



Rose took her daughter, Ana, and fl ed from 
her violent husband. They lived in a domes-
tic violence shelter for a year while Rose 
searched for an apartment that was aff ord-
able and safe.  

Ana has a complex blood disorder and 
severe asthma. When they were just about 
to move, Rose got notice that the utility com-
pany would not provide electricity because 
there was an unpaid bill from the house she 
had fl ed. Her new landlord would not let her 
move in without utility service.

Rose did not have the money to pay the 
entire bill, but electricity was critical for the 
equipment and refrigerated medication for 
Rosa’s care. 

Ana’s doctor referred Rose to an attorney 
from CCA’s Medical-Legal Partnership. 

The Center represented Rose and advo-
cated for enforcement of Connecticut’s 
utility medical protection laws. The compa-
ny agreed to provide electricity in the new 
apartment and established an agreement 
that allowed Rose to slowly repay her bill.  

Rose and Ana are safe, and Ana is getting 
the medical care she needs.

Without a struggle, 
there can be no progress. 

– Frederick Douglass

Medical-Legal Partnership



Focus on Systemic Solutions

Medical Transportation

Children who live in poverty need access to medical care 
and reliable transportation to appointments. The Center 
continued to expose the consistent failings of Veyo, Con-
necticut’s provider of non-emergency transportation for 
low-income families. Thousands depend on this failed 
system, while state hearings continue to try and resolve 
issues like unreliable transportation and stranded patients. 

Access for Children with Disabilities

The Center worked with the U.S. Attorney’s Offi  ce to fi le a 
Complaint against KinderCare, a national provider of day-
care services with 1800 U.S. locations, to assure access for 
children with Type 1 diabetes. KinderCare was found to be 
in violation of the Americans with Disabilities Act, and the 
settlement agreement requires all KinderCare locations to 
provide accommodations.

Youth Returning to the Community

Youth released from detention facilities often have great 
diffi  culty re-enrolling in school, fi nding safe housing, em-
ployment, access to healthcare and mental health care. 
The Center promoted systemic reform in New Haven, 
Hartford and Bridgeport to provide guidance that helps 
youth pursue successful community reintegration and 
future self-suffi  ciency.

Sheff  v. O’Neill

CCA continues to fi ght for the State of Connecticut to 
uphold the constitutional rights of children in Hartford to 
an equal educational opportunity. In the past year, CCA’s 
leadership of this landmark civil rights lawsuit ensured the 
sustainability of 41 magnet schools.

Education for Expelled Students

Substandard alternative education off ered to expelled 
students disproportionately aff ects children of color and 
violates equal protection guarantees of the state and U.S. 
constitutions. Center for Children’s Advocacy, National 
Center for Youth Law, and K&L Gates fi led the Alicia B. 
expulsion complaint in 2015. The complaint has fully 
settled, resulting in enormous improvements for the educa-
tion of expelled students in Connecticut.

English Language Learners

CCA partnered with Disabilities Rights Advocates, a nation-
al organization, to enter into negotiations with Bridgeport 
Public Schools to require interpreters in the special educa-
tion process for children and families who are not English 
speakers. Under state and federal law, Bridgeport must 
assure that discussions, recommendations and placements 
are understood and agreed upon by the students’ families.

2018 Legislative Achievements

The Center’s 2018 legislative advocacy improved state 
policy and procedures for Connecticut’s most vulnerable 
children and youth.
 

Immigration

Public Act 18-92, Special Immigrant Juvenile Status, 
puts Connecticut in step with Federal law and permits 
youth under age 21 to apply for fi ndings that allow them 
to apply for legal status.
 

Child Welfare

Public Act 18-186, Timely Notice of Child Placement 
Information, requires the Department of Children and 
Families to provide timely information to an attorney or 
guardian ad litem who represents the child in a child 
protection matter. 

Juvenile Justice

Special Act 18-28, Search and Seizure of Students’ 
Personal Electronic Devices, establishes a workgroup to 
create guidelines for school employees taking or search-
ing a student’s cell phone.

Public Act 18-31, Recommendations of the Juvenile 
Justice Policy Oversight Committee (JJPOC), includes 
diversion from contact with the juvenile justice system, 
removing barriers to education, opening access to 
technical schools, and improvements in the education 
of children who are in custody. The Center for Children’s 
Advocacy is a formal member of the State’s JJPOC.

Education

CCA was instrumental in preventing an override of the 
Governor’s veto of Public Act 18-89, Concerning Class-
room Safety and Disruptive Behavior. Although well-in-
tentioned, this legislation would have had a negative 
impact on Connecticut’s most vulnerable children, specif-
ically children with disabilities and children of color, and 
would have violated children’s legal rights under federal 
disability and privacy laws.
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Jessie Du
Amelia Dube
Elizabeth Duryea
Judy Dworin & Blu Lambert

Henry Dyson
Gloria & William Earls
Early, Lucarelli, Sweeney 
  & Meisenkothen, LLC
Barbara Edelson
Greg Emswiler
Alida Engel & Gene Burger
Verda Erdender
E-Tech Systems
Woody Exley
Pat Fahey
Ivy Farinella
Will Faust
Julie & Michael Fay
Ann Feinberg
Sue Felner
Tammy Fenaroli
Mark Ferguson
Jordan Fieldstein
Amy Fink
Irene & Owen Fiss
Kerrie Flanagan
Anthony Formato
Anthony Fabiano
Emily Francis
Debra Frank
Amanda Fredrickson
Karen Gantt
Dara Gasparelli
Valeria Gavidia
Khadijat Gbenro
Catherine Foley-Geib 
  & Andrew Geib
Jane Glander
Andrea & Steven Goldenberg
Ethan Goldman
Anne Goldstein & Philip Tegeler
Edwin Gomes
Barbara & Howard Gordon
Abigail Gorton & John Biddiscombe
Michele Gottfried
Bruce Gould
Theresa Govert
John Grassi
Greater Hartford Community 
  Foundation
Nancy Greenberg
Leah Gregorio
Grenger Law Offi  ces
Anne Gribbon
Phyllis Guss
Nancy & Phil Guzman
Carol Hamilton
Susan Hamilton
Robin & Brent Hands
Gregory Haralambidis
Juliann Harris
Jackie & John Hastings
Mary Pat Healy & Laurel Beach
Katie Healy
Constance Healy
Martha Healy
Tracey & John Heslin
Brian Hill
Caroline Hoff man
Simone & Clay Howe
Linda Hudson
Shana Hurley
Michelle Ingrassia
Maureen Innes
Innovative Network Solutions

You make great things happen.
Contributions received July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018

Victoria McGruder
Margaret McLaren
Kathryn & Eddie Meyer
Wendy Millette
Jeanne Milstein & JoAnn Church
Julio Morales
John Motley
Anne & Bob Mueller
Dayeshell Muhammad
Melinda Murray & Robert Macdougall
Ken Mysogland
Lisa Namerow & Fred Tilden
Angela & Russell Nelson
Gladys Nieves
Ilia & David O'Hearn
Jonathan Orleans
Stacie & Doug Osber
Patricia Pac & Paul Letendre
Dennis Parker
Michael Patota
Lex Paulson
Paychex
Alison & Jeff rey Pease
People's United Insurance Agency
Michael Perl
Joshua Perry
Patricia Petry
Don Philips
Suzanne & Andrew Pinkes
Robert Plant
Polito & Associates
Sarah Porris
Lucy Potter & Timothy Everett
Bev Prager
Georgina Prager
Robert Rader
Jean Ragantesi
Marc Ramirez
Deirdre Redden & Edward 
  Shanahan
Daniel Rezende
Margaret & Charles Rich
Clarine Nardi Riddle
John Ritter
Nancy & Michael Rohde
Florence Roisman
Elise Rosen & Michael Lepore
Jennifer Rosner & William Corwin
Marie Saccone
Michele Salonia Dental Offi  ces
Candace Sanford
Catherine Scahill
Mady & Aric Schichor
Jared Schulman
John Scully & David Osella
ServPro, Farmington Valley
Colleen Shaddox
Marshall Shakun
Elaine & Michael Shapiro
Fran Sherman & Scott Tucker
Wilma Sicklick
Iris Silverstein
Camille Simmons
Esther Smith
Audrey & Ben Solnit
Giles Somerville
Barbara Sorrentino & Humbert 
  Polito, Jr.
Law Offi  ce of Courtney P. Spencer
Barbara Steckler
Carol Stein
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Katherine Isaac
Danielle Ives
Michele Jacklin & James Estrada
Janet Jackson
Suresh Jaladurgam
Frederick Johanns
Gary Johnson
Winston Johnson
David Johnston
Allen Juleau
Mary Ellen Julian
Rita & Leonard Katz
Carol Kavanagh
Adam Keating
Karen Kellerman & Peter Arakas
Lucille Kelly
Justin Kim
Paige Kimball
Judith King
Rhea Klein & John Ziemak
Peter Kochol
Koop, LLC
Nancy Korobkin
Dyan Kozaczka
Gabriela Krainer
Miriam Kramer
Leslie & Harlan Krumholz
Nicole Krzeszowiec
Mollie Kurs
Marcie & JD LaBelle
Peter Laferriere
Ashley Lampman
Debra & Charles Landrey
Manny Langella
Nancy LaRocca
Lynda & David Larson
Karen & Joseph LaRussa
Jennifer Lasek
Towhid Lasker
Law Offi  ce of Anita Visentin-Perito
Law Offi  ce of David Shaw
Leah Legare
Nancy & Garry Leonard
Heidi Leonard
Janelle Lester
Leslie Levin
LexisNexis
William Liberis
Ellis Light
Ashley Lionetti 
Nicole Lionetti 
Teresa Lionetti
Ada Llulla
Linda Longobardi
Anthony Loschiavo
Stephanie Loughran
Tiff ani Louie & Grant Beyer
Patricia Lovelace
Leah Lucarelli
Lois Luddy
Lori Lutzen
Vinh Luu
Alan Maguire
Rona Malakoff  & Ethan Goller
Carol Malenfant
Monica Mangra
Ruth Mantak
Amy March
Rachel & Mitchell Marcus
Deborah & Paul Marcuson
Estelle Margolis

Beth & Martin Margulies
Lisa & Richard Marrone
Roderick Martin
Ines Matheny
Kevin Mauricin
Erin McDermott
Kathleen McDermott
Gail & Arthur McDowell
Cyndie McGuire
Damion McKenzie
Dawn McKersie
Patrick McNally
Phyllis Medvedow
Christopher Melillo
Adam Mendelowitz
Dianis Mercado
Charleen Merced Agosto
Susan Meredith & John Watson 
Judith Meyers
Susan & Doug Miller
Steven Monroe
Susan Moreau
Virginia & Michael Mulpeter
Robin Murphy
Dan Murray
Cathy Nadeau
Kazuya Nakajima
Paulina Nastyn
Luz Negron-Tarver
Laurie Neira
Lindsay Neto
Duong Nguyen
Linda Nguyen
Nikki Glekas Events
Elizabeth & Don Noel
Erika Nowakowski
Desiree Nunes
Robert O’Connor
John O’Donnell
Meredith OKeefe
Tosin Olamigoke
Michael Olbrych
Astrida Olds
Marilyn Ondrasik
Amy O’Neal & Jason Hine
Mickey & Mitch Orkin
Karalyn Orsini
Ilse & Paul Orth
Michele & Alan Parker
Laura & David Pels
Franklin Perry
Antonio Pesce
Laurel Hoskins & Stephen Pevar
Tamara Pezzente
Raphael Podolsky
Clotilde Poisson
Diane Pospisil
Sunita Prestage
Jennifer Price
Psychology Today
William Quentin
Peggy Rae
Justine Rakich-Kelly
Shannon Ramos
Marilyn & Robert Rath
Frederick Raudat
Record & Return Title
Judith Resnik & Dennis Curtis
Veronica Rich
Michael Richardson
Barbara Ricketts

Julie Rikelman
Felipe Rivera
Christen Robbins
Barrett & Martin Robbins-Pianka
Gary Roberge
Peter Rockholz
Randi Rubin Rodriguez 
  & Sergio Rodriguez
Jonathan Rodriguez
Tadeo Rodriguez
Nelly Rojas Schwan
Sari Rosenblatt & Steve Machuga
Jean & Erik Rosenthal
Alice Rosenthal
Marilyn Rossetti
Bonnie Roswig & Michael Kurs
Susan Rubin
Helen Ryan
Donna Sawyer
Geoff rey Scales
Ellen & Robert Scalettar
Alexandra Scalfano
Alex Schettino
Elizabeth Schlaff 
Steiber & Schopick
Lisa Schroeder
Greg Schulz
Erica Schuyler
Paula & Roy Schwartz
Steven Schwartz
Russell Schwartz
Matt Scully
Gale & Larry Shapiro
Eliza Shepard-Wodell
Jermaine Shirley
Lauren Silbert
Louise Simmons
Barry Simon & Susan Silverman
Somwatie Singh
Valerie & John Siraco
Hilda Slivka
Todd Smith
Sandy Soule
Julie Spencer
Satyadev Srirajamadhuveti
Theresa & Tim Steele
Irene Stein
Gaeton Stella
Sterling National Bank
Michael Sternberg
Claire Stevens
Phoebe Stout
Kathleen Strader
Mary Ellen Stuart
Orie Sullivan
Kent Summers
Eric Sussman
Louis Tallarita
Mattia Tarantino
Cristina Tarantino
Jane & Richard Tedder
Lindsay Tessler
Ellen & John Thomas
Anthony Thompson
Claire Morduch & Sheldon Toubman
Stephen Tracy
Susan Tremblay
Kitty Tyrol
Jaime Urteaga
David Valenti
Kevin van Veen

Sue & Robert VanDerzee
Anthony Ventimiglia
Susan Vogel
Jonathan Waldvogel
Ticia Webster
Weinerman Foundation
Janice & David Wenzel 
Rebecca Whiting
Erika Wicke
Ann Wicke
Laura Wiggs
Toni Wilder Loving
Krystal Wilkins
Carmetta Williams
Christopher Williams
Debbie Williams
Lynn & Lee Williamson
Wofsey, Rosen, Kweskin 
  & Kuriansky, LLP
Jessica Wolf
Raynetta Woods
James Wright
Terrence Wynne
Natalia Xiomara-Chieff o
Michael Yamin
Christopher Yula
Emily Zaczynski
Barbara & Albert Zakarian
Kara Zarchin
Catherine Zeiner
Christopher Zikias
Lisa & Bruce Sussman
Peggy Welsh
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Matching Gift Companies
Bank of America
Chubb Charitable Foundation 
Pfi zer
Voya Financial - Knight Match 

Gifts In Honor
Rona Malakoff  & Ethan Goller, in 
  honor of Congregation Beth 
  Shalom Rodfe Zedek
Barbara & Howard Gordon, in 
  honor of Hon. Steven Zelman
Susan Rubin, in honor of Ann Labb
Tow Foundation, in honor of 
  Diane Sierpina
Margery May, Nicolina Carrano, 
  Nara Giannella, John Bailin,   
  Cheryl Zwingman-Bagley, & Sal   
  D’Alessandro in honor of Mardi   
  D’Alessandro-Hanson’s birthday
Becky & Martin Anderson, Peggy 
  Carey & Jonathan Best, Leslie 
  Bulion & Rubin Hirsch, Jackie 
  & John Hastings, Simone & Clay 
  Howe, Chris & Peter Kramer, Fran 
  Ludwig, Annie & Bob Mueller, 
  Pam & Ed Lang, Martha Stone, 
  Sharon & Tom Starr, Sue & Bob 
  VanDerzee, David Zemelsky, in 
  honor of Nancy Earls’ birthday

Gifts In Memoriam
Bonnie Bayuk, in memory of 
  Katrina Clark
Linda & John Colantino, in memory 
  of Alfred Ellins 
Angela Stout, in memory of Claire 
  Hornung
Barbara & Albert Zakarian, in 
  memory of Julie Tashjian

In-Kind Donations
Adam's Mill Restaurant
Aetna
Back East Brewing
Black Hawk Sport Fishing
Black Hog Brewing Co.
Boston Red Sox
Burgdorf/Bank of America Health   
  Center
Elizabeth & Robert Booz
Leslie Bulion
Lisa Carabetta
Cardio Express
COMPASS Youth Collaborative
Connecticut Children's Medical 
   Center
Connecticut Science Center
Michael Coon
Copper Beech Institute
Cromwell Growers
Crystal Rock 
Day Pitney
Sabrina DiMare
Frank Duffi  n
Durham County Fair Committee
Elkins Investment Group
Empower Leadership Sports
Erin Pickett
Eugene O’Neill Theater Center 
Laurie Frenzel
Ginger & Pickles Baking Co.
Goodwin College
Grants Restaurant
Gouveia Vineyards
Harding High School, Bridgeport
Hartford Flavor Company
Hartford Public Library 
Hartford Reentry Welcome Center
Hartford Stage
Hartford Yard Goats
Jackie Hastings
Jade Yoga
Jon Good Chocolates
Heritage Printers
Jill Hutensky
Indian River Kayak & Marina
Infi nity Music Hall
Integral Industries
International Festival of Arts & Ideas
Island Queen Ferry 
Tasha Jackson
KidCity Children’s Museum
Annyte Klein
Koskoff , Koskoff , & Bieder, PC
Kramer Portraits
Deb & Charles Landrey
Locke Lord, LLP
Longwharf Theatre
Lyman Orchards
Macy's
Mark Twain House & Museum
Metro Bis Restaurant
Michael Danchak Woodworks
Muse Paintbar
Mystic Aquarium
Mystic Seaport
Nomads Entertainment
North Country Rivers
Norwalk Public Library
Norwalk Public Schools

Nurturing Hands
Our Piece of the Pie
Parkville Management
Playhouse on Park
PriceRite
Regift The Wrap
Penny Robiner
Robinson & Cole, LLP
Alice Schumacher
Shipman & Goodwin, LLP
Shubert Theater
Deborah Staub-Luft
Deborah Strano
Stop & Shop
STRIVE
Southern Connecticut Wine Co.
TAG Team Cleaning Services
Tallulah's Catering
TheaterWorks
Thomas Hooker Brewing Company
Total Body Pilates & Yoga
Vineyard Vines
Wadsworth Atheneum 
Water’s Edge Resort & Spa
The Waterford Group
Brendan Wenzel
David Wenzel
Wiggin & Dana, LLP
Yale New Haven Hospital



92% of every dollar raised goes directly to services 
for the poorest and most vulnerable children and youth.

Income 
Grants/Contributions  1,665,779
Fees/Contracts  475,374
Other    29,747

Total   2,170,900
    
    
 
   

Expense    
Programs/Services 1,919,177
Offi  ce/Administrative    166,464

Total   2,085,641

Grants/Contributions
77%

Programs/Services
92%

Fees/Contracts
22%

Other
1%

Offi  ce/Administrative
8%

Board of Directors
Douglas Colosky, Chair
Gavin von Loeser, Vice Chair
Antonia Thompson, Secretary
Scott Brabant, Treasurer
Charleen Merced Agosto
Genea Odessa Bell
Mario Borelli
David Cooney
Marilyn Diaz
Kathryn Emmett (ex offi  cio)
Barbara Hennessy
Vinny LaRocca
Enrique Lopez
Rebecca Matthews
Claude Mayo
Scott Murphy
Elise Rosen
Arnold Rutkin
Martha Stone (ex offi  cio)
Eric L. Sussman

Advisory Board
Miriam Berkman
John Brittain
Brett Dignam
L. Philip Guzman
Wesley Horton
Elizabeth Morgan
Eileen Silverstein
Preston Tisdale
Stanley A. Twardy, Jr.
Stephen Wizner

Staff 
Martha Stone, JD
Executive Director

Jay Sicklick, JD
Deputy Director; Director, 
Medical-Legal Partnership Project

Stacey Violante Cote, JD, MSW 
Director of Operations; Director, 
Homeless Youth Advocacy Project

Bonnie Berk
Director, Communications

Maria Cosgrove
Case Manager, Mobile Legal Offi  ce

Bryan De La Cruz
Case Manager, Mobile Legal Offi  ce

Tayla Fauntleroy, Paralegal

Shereffi  a Francis 
Administrative Assistant

Marisa Halm, JD
Director, Juvenile Justice Project

Maria Illescas, Paralegal
Immigrant Children's Justice Project

Tasha Jackson, Finance Director

Sara Kennedy, Communications 
and Development Associate

Kia Levey-Burden, Coordinator, 
Restorative Justice Project

Patricia Marealle, JD
Staff  Attorney, Immigrant Children's 
Justice Project

Kathryn Scheinberg Meyer, JD   
Director, SpeakUp Initiatives and 
Educational Success Project

Lori Nordstrom, JD
Director, Foundation Relations

Alice Rosenthal, JD
Senior Staff  Attorney
Medical-Legal Partnership Project

Bonnie Roswig, JD
Senior Staff  Attorney
Medical-Legal Partnership Project

Stacy Schleif, JD
Senior Staff  Attorney
Child Abuse Project

Leon Smith, JD
Director, Racial Justice Project

Andrea Spencer, PhD
Educational Consultant

Susan Stein
Director, Development

Sabrina Tavi, JD
Senior Staff  Attorney
Child Abuse Project

Ann Tremont, Offi  ce Manager

Adam Yagaloff , JD
Staff  Attorney, Homeless Youth 
Advocacy Project

CCA Staff  and Board of Directors Audited Financial Information
July 1, 2017 - June 30, 2018



Fundraisers & Celebrations
Play for Kids at Chelsea Piers

Event volunteers made the evening’s competition run smoothly. 
From left: Jillian Blanchard, Kate Dougherty, Jordan Fieldstein, 
Libby DeFeo, Kellsey Sullivan, Claire Stevens

Datto teams had a blast. Look how many players they entered!

Spring for Kids - Champion of Children Awards

CCA presented 2018 Champion of Children awards to Fran 
Rabinowitz, executive director of the Connecticut Association of 
Public School Superintendents, and Abdul-Rahmaan Muhammad, 
founder and executive director of My People Clinical Services. 
Shown with CCA executive director Martha Stone.

Xavier was a passionate and inspiring speaker. Shown here with 
his CCA attorney, Kathryn Meyer; and mother, Sonia Serrano.

CCA attorney Leon Smith with his client, Angelyna, who off ered a 
courageous and moving presentation; and Angelyna’s mother.

Arnold Rutkin Scholar’s Fund Celebration

Attorney Catherine Whelan, trustee of the Ruth and Hal Launders 
Charitable Trust, created the Arnold Rutkin Scholar’s Fund to 
honor Arnold Rutkin, a long-time friend and colleague, and 
member of the Center’s Board of Directors. The Fund supports 
intensive legal advocacy to provide safety and educational 
direction for youth aging out of state care. 



Adoptions of Children Represented by CCA

Graduations of Youth Represented by CCA



Provided guidance and legal representation for 
1,002 children and youth.

Served children in all eight Connecticut counties, 
from 75 Connecticut towns.

Helped 75 children resolve immigration issues.

Worked with almost 350 children to get the 
educational support needed to succeed.

Helped 95% of our Bridgeport school-age clients 
resolve legal issues and stay in school. 

Provided more than 250 consultations to health-
care, education and social service providers. 

Presented trainings for over 1000 attendees to 
improve child advocacy and representation.

Helped establish an anti-poverty tax preparation 
program for patients at Yale New Haven Hospital, 
securing $135,000 in tax credits.

CCA utility clinics kept heat and electricity on for 
over 120 children in low-income households.

Worked with youth aging out of state care to help 
them fi nish school and fi nd housing and employment. 

Provided restorative justice training for youth and 
staff  at Connecticut Juvenile Training School, 
reducing arrests by 47%. 

Won national settlement on behalf of children 
attending KinderCare programs. In violation of the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, childcare was not 
accessible to children with diabetes. The settlement 
aff ects children at 1,800 national facilities.

Steadily decreased racial disparities in referrals 
to juvenile court over the past 5 years. For Black 
youth, Bridgeport referrals decreased 28%, Hartford 
by 23%, New Haven by 39%, Waterbury by 47%.

Wrote and advocated for major pieces of new
legislation that improves the lives of countless 
Connecticut children.

We could not do this without your generous support.

Prevented a veto override of legislation that would 
have violated children’s legal rights under federal 
disability and privacy laws and had a negative im-
pact on children with disabilities and children of color.

Secured Supplemental Security Income for families 
with babies in neonatal intensive care, allowing 
the families to focus on the babies’ health.

Settled Alicia B. to ensure that expelled students 
receive education in accordance with state 
standards. The complaint was fi led by CCA, Nation-
al Center for Youth Law, and K&L Gates. Resolution 
included guidance to school districts, resources on 
reducing expulsions, and monitoring racial 
disparities in cases of expulsion.

More than 350 children with medical and legal issues 
received consultation and representation to 
improve health care and education access issues.

Conducted SpeakUp workshops in major cities to 
educate teens on their legal rights.

Resolved issues of substandard housing for 
families in New Haven and Hartford.

Provided over 50 trainings for attorneys, advocates, 
social workers, educators, medical and mental health 
providers, youth and families, on topics of critical 
importance to the education, health and safety 
of the most vulnerable children and youth.

Conducted many on-site hospital trainings to create 
an army of justice-focused pediatricians intent on 
resolving medical issues related to poverty.

Addressed legal barriers faced by youth who are 
homeless to help them fi nd safety.

Helped youth leaving the justice system get back 
into school, get their birth certifi cates, fi nd employ-
ment and housing. 

Secured Special Immigrant Juvenile Status fi nd-
ings for every youth we represented, allowing them to 
proceed with immigration claims.

Continued the fi ght in Sheff  v. O’Neill to uphold the 
constitutional rights of children in Hartford to an 
equal educational opportunity.



Added staff  to help more children and youth: 

Patricia Marealle is the Center’s new Immigrant 
Children’s Justice Project attorney.

Adam Yagaloff  provides legal representation and 
advocacy to resolve issues of youth homelessness. 

Stacy Schleif represents children who have been 
abused or neglected, and helps train the state’s 
child welfare attorneys.

Stacey Violante Cote was appointed Director of 
Operations, overseeing the Center’s growth and 
assuring operational effi  ciencies.

Fernie Cosgrove and Brian De La Cruz are case 
managers for the Center’s Mobile Legal Offi  ce.

Maria Illescas provides paralegal support for the 
Center’s Immigrant Children’s Justice Project.

Thank you for making this possible.

DONATE NOW TO 
CONTINUE YOUR SUPPORT

https://ccact.salsalabs.org/ccayearend/index.html


Offi  ces
2074 Park Street, Hartford
211 State Street, Bridgeport
CCA at Yale New Haven Hospital, New Haven
CCA at Connecticut Children’s Medical Center, Hartford
CCA at Burgdorf Bank of America Health Center
Teen Legal Clinic at Harding High School, Bridgeport
Immigration Clinic at Norwalk High School, Norwalk
Mobile Legal Offi  ce

Mailing Address
65 Elizabeth Street, Hartford, CT 06105

Fighting for the legal rights of Connecticut’s most vulnerable children 

Center for Children’s Advocacy is the largest children’s legal rights 
organization in New England.

cca-ct.org and speakupteens.org




