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______________________________

:
SUPERIOR COURT

:


IN RE JOHN DOE


:
JUVENILE MATTERS AT HARTFORD

:

______________________________:
APRIL 19, 2018
MOTION FOR IMMEDIATE IN-COURT JUDICIAL REVIEW OF 
PROVISION OF ADEQUATE SERVICES TO 
TWO YEAR OLD CHILD IN DCF CARE

The Attorney/Guardian ad litem for John Doe, a two year old child committed to the Department of Children and Families (“DCF”), hereby requests, pursuant to Practice Book §34a-23 and Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-121, an immediate in-court judicial review to address the lack of medical coverage, financial and social work support for this child since his placement in foster care in the state of Georgia on January 25, 2018.   In support of this request, the undersigned counsel for John represents the following: 

1.
John was taken into DCF custody in August of 2015 as a newborn due to his mother’s ongoing mental health and substance abuse challenges.  John was placed in non-relative foster care in Connecticut while DCF worked on reunification efforts with John’s mother.  John’s father was not identified during these child welfare proceedings. 

2. 
John’s mother failed to make progress towards reunification and expressed ongoing ambivalence about being a mother to John.  As a result, on May 4, 2017, this 
Court (Dannehy, J.) terminated the parental rights of both the respondent mother and unknown father at a default trial.  Neither parent appeared.  
ORAL ARGUMENT REQUESTED

TESTIMONY NOT REQUIRED

3.
Concurrent to the filing of termination of parental rights petitions by DCF, the Department identified an extended family member in Georgia, Ms. Helen Smith, who expressed a strong interest in becoming a parent to John.  Accordingly, DCF began the Interstate Compact on the Placement of Children assessment process (ICPC) in February of 2017.  

4.
Unfortunately, the ICPC application remained pending with Georgia for approximately one year.  The delays had nothing to do with Mrs. Smith’s alleged fitness or her cooperation with assessment procedures.  Mrs. Smith was an avid participant in the ICPC process and remained committed to adopting John throughout.    
5.
Finally, in January of this year, the ICPC process was finalized, Mrs. Smith was approved, and on January 25, 2018, Isaiah made the trip from Hartford to Georgia to be with Mrs. Smith.  

6.
To date, John still does not have adequate financial support in his placement.  Due to paperwork errors in the ICPC process, John’s foster mother was not correctly identified as a licensed provider and therefore she did not receive a foster care stipend to assist her in caring for John.  Mrs. Smith lives on a modest fixed income and Georgia child welfare services compelled her to give up her job of “tarot card reading” in order to be deemed a suitable caregiver.  As a result of the loss of self-employment income, the failure to provide a foster care stipend to care for John was a major hardship for Mrs. Smith.  In order to ensure that John’s preliminary placement needs were met for furniture, clothing, stuffed animals, and other belongings and to ensure that John had adequate clothes and food upon arrival, Mrs. Smith forwent paying ordinary household bills, including her rent and utility payments.  As a result of this financial juggling, and with no solution proferred by either Georgia or Connecticut child welfare agencies, Mrs. Smith was threatened with eviction by her landlord and utility termination by the local electric company.  
7.
Concurrent to these difficulties, although Mrs. Smith attempted to secure medical coverage for John in Georgia, he was denied due to yet another paperwork error regarding Mrs. Smith’s status as a foster parent.  Both Connecticut and Georgia child welfare agencies are aware of this problem, but to date, it remains unresolved.  As a result, Mrs. Smith has been unable to find a medical provider to serve as John’s pediatrician.  He is overdue for his well child appointments.  Mrs. Smith has also been unable to secure preschool services for John due to both the financial shortfall and the lack of medical coverage.  

8.
Although Connecticut DCF forwarded an “advance” of a few hundred dollars ($469.00) on her foster care payment for April, to date, no monthly foster care stipends have been received by Mrs. Smith.  No medical insurance has been procured.  No fee for service arrangement has been created between either state’s child welfare agency and a licensed pediatric medical services provider.   On April 13, 2018, Mrs. Smith’s lights were shut off by the local utility agency due to non-payment of amounts owed.  

9.
As a result of the Connecticut and Georgia child welfare agencies’ failure to ensure that John’s financial, medical and educational needs are met, John and Mrs. Smith continue to live without basic services and support.  Mrs. Smith is struggling to meet the emotional needs of a young child who has only recently transitioned from the only home he ever knew in Connecticut to her care.  She is coping without social work support from Georgia, without medical coverage for John, without childcare support or preschool services, and without adequate financial support.  During recent conversations with undersigned counsel, Mrs. Smith was in tears and indicated feeling overwhelmed and unsupported.  

10.
Since undersigned counsel was alerted to these ongoing problems, counsel has made numerous efforts to advocate for solutions through administrative challenges.  All without success.  Below is an outline of all contacts and efforts made to resolve these problems and support the foster mother and John.  

a.
March 9, 2018: telephone call between undersigned counsel and CT DCF social worker regarding placement identification issues resulting in lack of payment and medical coverage; 

b.
March 11, 2018: email from undersigned counsel to CT DCF Central Office Interstate Compact Department regarding financial support, medical coverage and local child welfare agency supervision;

c.
March 11, 2018:  telephone call between undersigned counsel and foster parent regarding above issues and Isaiah’s welfare; 

d.
March 15, 2018:  follow up email from undersigned counsel to CT DCF social work office; 

e.
March 21, 2018:  follow up email from undersigned counsel to DCF area office; 

f.
March 24, 2018:  follow up email from undersigned counsel to DCF area office; 

g.
March 28, 2018: telephone call between undersigned counsel and DCF area office; 

h.
April 6, 2018:  telephone call between undersigned counsel and foster parent regarding medical coverage and possibility of “advance” on April foster care stipend;

i.
April 6, 2018: 
email from undersigned counsel to DCF area office regarding cash payment forwarded to foster parent;

j.
April 7, 2018:  telephone call from undersigned counsel to DCF area office;

k.
April 7, 2018:  email from undersigned counsel to DCF chain of command in social work office indicating that as a result of ongoing service deficiencies: [foster mom’s] rent is overdue, she has been threatened with eviction, her utility payments are overdue, she is attempting to take out short term loans to cover her expenses, she is unable to secure a medical appointment for Isaiah, and as a result of the lack of medical coverage, she is unable to secure a daycare or preschool placement.  

l.
April 8, 2018:  telephone call from undersigned counsel to CT DCF area office; 
m.
April 8, 2018:  telephone call from undersigned to foster mother; 
n.
April 8, 2018:  email from undersigned counsel to CT ICPC office; 
o.
April 11, 2018: email between undersigned counsel, ICPC office and CT DCF social work chain of command; 
p.
April 15, 2018: telephone call from undersigned to foster mother indicating that utilities were shut off, medical coverage is still missing and no foster care payments have yet to be received; 
q.
April 15, 2018:  email from undersigned counsel to DCF area office requesting the following: 
(i)  DCF pay (over and above foster care payments) for the fines from the utility company for restart of services so that foster mother does not have to absorb that loss;  (ii)  DCF immediately contact John’s pediatrician and pay upfront for the cost of physical, immunizations, etc.; and  (iii)  DCF submit all adoption paperwork to the CT probate court as soon as possible so as to facilitate an end to Georgia “oversight” as soon as possible.  

Undersigned counsel concluded by alerting DCF to the urgency of the above mentioned issues and indicating my intention to file a Motion for Emergency Relief in this Court.  

11.
DCF is the statutory parent for this young boy and as such is legally obligated to ensure that his developmental, medical, emotional and physical needs are met.  As of April 18, 2018, undersigned counsel has not received confirmation that the above issues are being addressed in a timely and effective manner.  John has now been in Georgia for almost three months without any of the above described problems being adequately addressed.  Accordingly, counsel is forced to request the emergency assistance of this Court and request that this Court ensure that John’s critical needs are being met.  

WHEREFORE, undersigned counsel respectfully requests an in-court judicial review of the lack of financial, social work and medical support services currently being provided to John Doe, and moves for such further orders as will protect him and serve his best interests. 
Respectfully submitted,
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Attorney for John Doe
O R D E R


The foregoing Motion having come before this court, it is hereby ordered:
GRANTED/DENIED







_____________________________________







Judge, Superior Court 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


This is to certify that a copy of the foregoing has been hand-delivered to the Assistant Attorney General this 19th day of April, 2018.
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