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MOTION FOR INCREASED VISITATION

          Pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §§ 46b-121 and 17a-10a, the undersigned attorney for the minor children hereby moves for increased visitation between the minor children, Jane and Jessica Doe, and their mother,  Suzy Smith.   In support of this Motion, the undersigned attorney states:

1.
The children, Jane, age 9 and Jessica, age 8, lived with their mother their entire lives prior to their recent entry into DCF care on October 21, 2016.  By all accounts the children are very bonded with their mother and have enjoyed a close and loving relationship.  They currently reside with their maternal great-aunt in relative foster care. 

2.
The primary issue leading to DCF’s involvement in this family’s life is 
substance abuse and associated physical neglect.  

3.
The Respondent-mother, Suzy Smith, has been actively enrolled in
 substance abuse treatment since May, 2017.  She attended the 30 day Alliance Program in New Britain in June and from there was enrolled in a residential treatment program in Hartford, Hogar Crea.
4.
Hogar Crea is an intensive and comprehensive residential substance abuse 
treatment program that offers individual and group treatment as well as assistance with discharge planning, including housing and job preparation.  
5.
Hogar Crea permits parent-clients to be reunified with their children in the
residential program and Hogar Crea provides a transition housing program when clients are ready. 

6.
Ms. Smith has maintained contact with DCF and the relative foster parent.  She participated in the treatment planning process and attended the DCF Administrative Case Review in June, 2017.  

7.
DCF records indicate that during visitation with the children, Ms. Smith “was very nurturing to her children and gave each child the attention that they needed.”  Since being admitted to Hogar Crea, Ms. Smith participates in weekly visitation with the children and calls the foster home regularly to inquire as to the children’s well-being.  

8.
The children are very close to their mother and desire to be reunified.  


9.
Moreover, Connecticut General Statute § 17a-10 provides that DCF facilitate visitation between a child and her parents “as frequently as reasonably possible, based upon consideration of the best interests of the child, including the age and developmental level of the child, and shall be sufficient in number and duration to ensure continuation of the relationship.”  Section 17a-10 further provides that if DCF determines that such visits or the frequency of visits are not in the best interests of the child, DCF “shall include the reasons for such determination in the child's plan of treatment.”  


10.
In this matter, the children’s strong bond with their mother, the ability of their mother to provide nurturing visits in a safe and supervised environment, and the family’s preferred plan of reunification, all militate in favor of an increase in visitation to a minimum of twice weekly.   
WHEREFORE, the Attorney for the Minor Children respectfully request that this Court order DCF to facilitate visitation between the children and their mother at least twice weekly.  

Respectfully submitted,






BY:
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FAX
Attorney for the Children

O R D E R
The above motion having come before this Court for consideration, it is hereby ordered:  GRANTED/DENIED.
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Judge, Superior Court
CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE


This is to certify that a copy of the foregoing has been mailed, postage prepaid to the Assistant Attorney General and [other parties], this 14th day of September, 2017.
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