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It was a very good year.

Some of the very important things the Center for Children’s Advocacy did this year:

We drafted seven new laws
Stopped out of school suspension and expulsion of very young students

Achieved passage of sibling visitation law for children in DCF care

Wrote law that coordinates intervention for children who are chronically absent
Reduced shackling of children in juvenile court
Established standards for children in alternative education programs
Won passage of law requiring hospitals to educate new parents about infant safe sleep

Required review of policies, procedures that protect young children from unexpected death

/ We brought services directly to children most at risk
) Our Mobile Legal Office visited community sites for teens who need help to stay safe
Our attorneys in major hospitals got children access to critical healthcare

Our legal clinic in Harding High School helped students stay in school

We led the charge to fix state systems
Trained Connecticut’s child protection attorneys to assure quality representation

' econd complaint against Bridgeport Schools to compel attention to children with disabilities

Prevented heat and electricity shutoffs for families who live in poverty
Initiated new Racial Justice Project to protect youth of color

ained police and youth to promote cultural awareness and reduce unnecessary arrest




Child Abuse
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We met Nelson last March when he was four years old.

With Nelson watching, his father smashed the car with
a tire iron. He threatened to smash Nelson’s mother too,
and a neighbor called police. The police called DCF.

There were many concerns about Nelson’s parents —
domestic violence, mental health, substance abuse.
Nelson’s father is a convicted sex offender. DCF had
already terminated his mother’s parental rights for older
children. One had serious injuries.

DCF removed Nelson from his home and put him in
foster care with a family he did not know. But, Nelson’s
grandmother wanted to raise him. She has a secure,
appropriate home. She loves Nelson.

The Center for Children’s Advocacy filed a motion to
secure Nelson’s placement with his grandmother. We
helped her schedule assessments to diagnose Nelson’s
developmental delays. We helped her enroll Nelson in
an appropriate pre-school program. Nelson is thriving in
his grandmother’s safe and loving care.

WE PUSHED AND CHANGED THE SYSTEM
WE FOUGHT AND CHANGED THE LAW

It's not just young children who suffer. Many teens in
residential facilities or lock-up are challenged by terrible
histories of abuse and neglect.

Our work this year helped older youth learn to speak
up for themselves to get needed support. The Center’s
SpeakUp Project brought legal advocacy trainings to
youth in facilities statewide.

Our relationships with state agencies give us the power
to effect change for children at risk throughout the state.
We trained every new Connecticut child welfare attorney
to ensure they provide the best, most effective legal
representation available.

We use our legislative expertise to write law that has
enormous, positive, lasting impact. This year, we wrote
new legislation that allows children in state care to visit
siblings who live in different homes.

Health
W

School was over and Charlotte was excited to go back
to summer camp.

It had been a difficult year. In addition to Down Syn-
drome, Charlotte was recently diagnosed with diabetes.
Her doctors were pleased by how well she was doing at
home and at school.

Charlotte and her parents were devastated when the
summer camp she attended refused to take her back.

It is a violation of the Americans with Disabilities Act to
refuse a child because of a medical condition. Diabetes
is no exception and lawyers from the Center for
Children’s Advocacy intervened on Charlotte’s behalf.

We contacted the Justice Department when the camp
refused our request to admit Charlotte. Together, we ex-
plained the requirements of the law. The camp reversed
their decision and instituted training for their staff. The
best news came from Charlotte’s mom: “She had tons of
fun! Thank you for your help.”

WE PUSHED AND CHANGED THE SYSTEM
WE FOUGHT AND CHANGED THE LAW

Schools, camps, after school programs and colleges
often deny or make access difficult for children and
youth with disabilities. We worked with federal and
community agencies on ADA requirements and legal
standards that must be followed, and helped hundreds
of children get access.

Early identification of mental health issues is critical to

a child’s future success. As a result of the Center’s work,
the Department of Social Services agreed to take action
to increase the number of providers who perform and
are reimbursed for mental health screenings for children
insured by Medicaid.

Healthcare, mental health care, social and academic
success have enormous impact on a child’s future. The
Center’s legal advocacy continues to guide families and
agencies to achieve that opportunity for every child.
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Aliza turned 16 just days after she witnessed her
brother’s death in the violence that plagues our cities.
She re-lives her brother’s shooting many times each
day. She is always afraid.

Aliza has had mental health issues since she was a
young child. School records show that Aliza’s mother
consistently requested testing for special education
since struggles and failure in middle school. The school
never listened.

When Aliza saw one of the boys who assaulted her
brother, she attacked him. Her fury was uncontrollable.

The school started expulsion proceedings. The educa-
tion system and community mental health system had
failed Aliza all her life. Now things were even worse.

The Center for Children’s Advocacy compelled the
school to have Aliza tested for services. We stopped the
expulsion so Aliza can attend a therapeutic school that
will help with mental and behavioral health issues and
with Aliza’s educational needs.

Aliza’s mother is raising three children alone. Our legal
support helped the family secure a safer place to live.

WE PUSHED TO CHANGE THE SYSTEM
WE FOUGHT TO CHANGE THE LAW

We wrote new law that bans out of school suspension or
expulsion of our youngest students. We wrote law that
requires schools to track chronic absenteeism and fol-
low up with students who have trouble getting to school.

Despite the Complaint we filed and won with the State
Department of Education two years ago, children in
Bridgeport schools continued to have devastating expe-
riences due to lack of attention and appropriate support.

We recently filed a second Complaint with the State
against Bridgeport Public Schools to compel Bridgeport
to identify and support children with academic and men-
tal health issues who need special education services.
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Racial Justice

i/
At the end of the school year, Jadon was arrested for

fighting. The boys who attacked him were white. They
were not arrested.

Jadon struggled when police tried to arrest him and
the confrontation escalated. He landed in lock-up at
Connecfticut Juvenile Training School (CJTS) and has
three more months until he’s released.

To address situations like Jadon’s, the Center con-
ducted trainings at CJTS this year between youth who
were committed and police from Connecticut’s largest
cities. Better understanding and improved interactions
between police and youth of color are key to preventing
avoidable escalation and unnecessary arrest.

At the conclusion of the workshops, one youth said,
“Now | kind of see where they are coming from. | am
less afraid and | wouldn’t just run.” A police official said,
“At the end of the day we want the kids to do well. This
helps us see where they’re coming from.”

WE PUSHED TO CHANGE THE SYSTEM
WE FOUGHT TO CHANGE THE LAW

We have reduced racial inequities in many ways for
many years. We continue to litigate and negotiate Sheff,
Connecticut’s educational equity case, to improve op-
portunities for Hartford’s segregated students. This year,
42 magnet schools serve over 47% of Hartford’s children.

We brought youth from New Haven’s New Horizons
alternative school to the legislature to testify in support
of law we wrote to require state standards for alternative
education programs. Their moving testimony helped
pass law that gives alternative school students, who are
largely students of color, additional protections.

We met with the Norwalk Youth Council for Justice to
combat school suspension, expulsion and push-out.
With the Center’s help, the Youth Council is reviewing
district data to develop an agenda of concrete actions
and advocacy to shape and sharpen state legislation
and policy in the coming year.
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Juvenile Justice

We first met Tomas when he was 15 years old. He was
expelled from school for threatening a student who had
been bullying him - pushing him in the halls, making fun

of his speech difficulties, and generally making Tomas
angry and miserable.

Tomas had been struggling for many years. School
records showed repeated early exposure to sexual
abuse and severe violence, but there was no evidence
that the school responded to these circumstances.

Tomas had already been involved with the state’s

juvenile justice system. Our job was to enforce his legal
rights, get him the supports he needed to stay in school
and avoid re-involvement in the juvenile justice system.

The Center for Children’s Advocacy demanded that the
school conduct a thorough evaluation to understand the
challenges Tomas faced and develop a support plan.

The evaluations noted learning and speech disabilities,
depression and bipolar disorder. Using this important
information, our attorneys got the expulsion dismissed.

We got Tomas the mental health support and special
education services he’d needed for many years. With
our help, Tomas started a special education program
and, for the first time, is realizing academic success.

WE PUSHED TO CHANGE THE SYSTEM
WE FOUGHT TO CHANGE THE LAW

Our work this year has reduced arrests for low level
offenses and increased referrals to Juvenile Review
Boards in Connecticut’s largest cities.

We developed protocols for police departments to help
divert youth and families away from the juvenile justice
system and into community support programs.

Working with our juvenile justice partners, we wrote law
that directs removal of a child’s shackles and mechan-
ical restraints before entering a juvenile courtroom. A
child must be presumed innocent before the court.

Juvenile incarceration increases future involvement
with the adult criminal justice system. Our work helped
hundreds of teens stay safely in the community and get
the support they need for future success.
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Teen Rights
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Crissa was worried. She didn’t know what would

happen when she couldn’t sleep on her friend’s couch
anymore.

She had been on her own for almost five months,
somehow getting to school most days. But on the days
Crissa had to sleep at her aunt’s apartment 10 miles
from school, she had no way to get back.

No one at school knew that Crissa didn’t have a place
to live. She was embarrassed, but she wanted a future
and knew she had to stay in school.

A community agency in Hartford invited the Center’s
attorneys to talk to a group of teens about issues they
faced and their legal right to support. Crissa heard our
talk and realized we could help.

The law says that schools must provide transportation,
but Crissa hadn’t known to ask.

Crissa’s resilience is remarkable and she is determined
to graduate. With the Center’s legal help, she is not
missing school. With our guidance, Crissa is applying
for financial aid so she can go on to college.

WE PUSHED TO CHANGE THE SYSTEM
WE FOUGHT TO CHANGE THE LAW

Attorneys in our new Mobile Legal Office helped teens
find a safe place to sleep, get transportation to school,
access healthcare and mental health care, and the sup-
port needed to stay in school and be safe and secure.

In our poorest communities, Mobile Office attorneys
have helped dozens of teens and trained agency staff
to show youth how to get the legal support they need.
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203-335-0719
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Thank you for your support

Contributions received July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015

$50,000 +

1848 Foundation

City of Hartford

Connecticut Bar Foundation
Connecticut Health Foundation
Hartford Foundation for Public Giving
Melville Charitable Trust

Tow Foundation

Yale New Haven Hospital

$10,000 - $49,000

Charitable Society in Hartford

Community Chest of New Britain and Berlin
Community Foundation for Greater New Haven
Connecticut Children’s Medical Center
Kathryn Emmett and David Golub

The Edgemer Foundation, Inc.

Ensworth Charitable Foundation

Fund for Greater Hartford

The Hospital of Central Connecticut

J. Walton Bissell Foundation

John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation
Juvenile Justice Alliance

M+R

National Girls’ Initiative

Near and Far Aid

Perrin Foundation

Policy Research, Inc.

Sassafras Foundation

Shipman & Goodwin, LLP

St. Francis Care, Inc.

UConn School of Law

$5,000 - $9,999

Aetna

American Academy of Matrimonial Lawyers
Foundation

CARE of Connecticut

MaryBeth and Doug Colosky

Connecticut Commission to End Homelessness

Joan and David Cooney

Fisher Foundation

Innovation in Education

Jean Axelrod Memorial Foundation

Macy's Inc.

McPhee Foundation

Ruth and Hal Launders Charitable Trust

Rutkin, Oldham and Griffin, LLC

William and Jean Graustein Fund

$2,500 - $4,999

Community Foundation of Middlesex County
Connecticut Community Foundation

Cathy Jackman

PLUS Foundation

Charles Nelson Robinson Fund
Rogow-Greenberg Foundation

Silver, Golub & Teitell LLP

Swindells Charitable Foundation

Tapper Charitable Fund

United Way of Western Connecticut

$1,000 - $2,499

Bill Aseltyne

Barnes Group Inc.
Richard Bieder
Bracewell & Giuliani LLP

Children's Fund of Connecticut
Connecticut Children's Medical Center
Capital Region Education Council
Day Pitney LLP

Maria Luisa de Castro Foden
Brett Dignam

Founders Technology Group, LLC
Anne and David Francis
Goodwin College, Inc.

Hoffman Auto Group

Marcia and Jerome Howard
Koskoff Koskoff & Bieder, PC
Lone Pine Foundation

Fran Ludwig

JoAnn and Edward Mascolo
Linda and Vincent McMahon

Ted McPhee

Tollie Miller and Val Rossetti
Navigant Consulting

Niemasik Kaufman Family Fund
Mark O'Donnell

OPTIONS

Riscassi and Davis, PC

Ritter Family Fund

Alyse and Jay Sicklick

Helene and Felix Springer

United Way of Greater New Haven
Violette Mechanical

Webster Bank

Arthur Webster

Wiggin and Dana LLP

$500 - $999

Robert Alexander

Bank of America

Miriam Berkman and Brett Hill
Bigelow Tea

Elizabeth Balschi and John Blanton
Allison and Jay Bombara

Melissa and Burt Brazill

Ellen Brown

Leslie Bulion and Rubin Hirsch
Carousel Industries

José Colon-Rivas

Community Health Charities

Helen Ericson

Fairfield County Community Foundation
Frank Felder

Foundation for Children, Inc.

Harte Auto Group

Hotchkiss School

Jill and Brad Hutensky

Integral Industries Inc.

Patrick Kennedy

Law Offices of Catherine P. Whelan
Linda and Alan Levin

Locke Lord LLP

Laura Maragnano

Merrill Lynch

Murtha Cullina

North American Power and Gas Services, LLC
Paul, Weiss, Rifkind, Wharton & Garrison LLP
People's United Bank

PRO IS INC

Pullman & Comley, LLC

Penny Robiner and David Miner
Lauren Rossi

Wilma Sicklick

Andrea Spencer

Johanna and William Stroever
Synchrony Solutions, LLC

Unitarian Church in Westport

United Way of Central & Northeastern Connecticut

Susan Walkama
Rebecca Whiting

$250 - $499

Aetna Foundation, Inc.

AFLAC

Lorraine Bauer

Meg Bloom and Linda Drazen
Kathleen and William Bloss

Brenner, Saltzman & Wallman LLP
Connie Brown

Michael and Elena Byrne

Susan J. Bryson & Laurence P. Nadel Fund
Toni Capriglione

Margaret Carey-Best and Jonathan Best
Casper & de Toledo LLC

Tony Cavallaro

Diane and Sanford Cloud

Bonita Cohen

Community Health Charities, Greater Hartford
Community Partners in Action
Connecticut Juvenile Justice Alliance
Susan Cruz

Czepiga Daly Pope

William R. Davis

Mary Jane and Paul DeFilippo
Alexandra and Eric Dufresne

Madelyn and Thomas Filomeno
Catherine Forman and Kenneth Rosenthal
GO Media

Susan Holmes and Bessy Reyna
Frances and John Horr

IBM Employee Services Center
iMission Partners

Jackson Lewis LLP

Judith A. Jordan

Margaret Judd and Bennett Pudlin
Robin and Andrew Keller

Karen Kellerman and Peter Arakas
Nancy and Richard Klaffky

Sandra and Howard Klebanoff

Lynn and Doug Knight

Kirk Kolligian

Roberta and Lew Kurlantzick

Law Office of Courtney P. Spencer LLC
Leone, Throwe, Teller & Nagle

Carol A. LeWitt

McCalmon Group, Inc.

Eileen and Walter McDonough
Kathryn and Mark Meyering

Debbie and Jeff Mihalek

Yair Minsky

Jennifer and Herbert Moorin

Julio Morales

Elizabeth and David Morgan

Kathleen Murphy

Charlotta Norby and Stephen Bright
Joanne and Dennis Nordstrom

Sally Oldham and Arnold Rutkin
Stacie and Douglas Osber

Outten & Golden, LLP

Hon. Ellen Peters and Philip Blumberg
Patricia Petry

Sheila Rao

Christine Rapillo

Deirdre Redden and Edward Shanahan
Reid and Riege, PC

Marcus E. Rivera

Alejandro Rodriguez

We apologize for any errors or omissions. To make corrections to this list, please email sstein@kidscounsel.org

Thank you for your support

Contributions received July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015

Elise R. Rosen

Julia Rosenblum and Len Felson
Jennifer Rosner and William Corwin
Delia Roy

Sarah Russell

Cheryl and Louis Saloom

John Shay

Iris Silverstein

Simon Konover Company

SPFV, Inc.

Steiber & Schopick

Lillian C. Stone

Martha Stone

Jason Szanyi

Tomasso Brothers, Inc.

Cynthia and Stanley Twardy
Tzedakah House, LLC

United Methodist Women

Village for Families and Children
Elaine Werby

Women's Health Connecticut
Allison Zack and Michael Violante

$100 - $249

Anne and Richard Adler

Lucille Albert

American Academy of Pediatrics,
Hezekiah Beardsley CT Chapter

Rebecca and Martin Anderson

Barbara and Ray Andrews

Andros Risk Services, LLC

Andy Schatz and Barbara Wolf Family Fund

Carolyn Anstett

ARC Excess & Surplus of New England

Valerie Bashura

Paul Beckwith

Brittany Ann Berkey

Rita Berkson

Carrie Berman

Sara Bernstein and Joseph Shortall

Jill and James Bicks

Mary Blain-Andrews

Eileen and Leo Bonetti

Mario Borelli

Anne and Courtney Bourns

Bouvier Insurance

Carol Bozena and Darlene Dunbar

Jane and Terry Brady

Susan and William Breck

Emily Breon and Adam Honig

Elizabeth Brown

Sherry Brown

Joyce and Harold Buckingham

Blanche Capilos and David Biklen

Edith Cassidy

Center for Children’s Advocacy Board of Directors

Marcia Chambers

Margaret Chaplin and Michael Aranow
Karen Cheyney and Robert Brunell
Francine Christiansen

Clifford Beers Clinic

Jeremy Cline

George Coleman

Bertand Condren

Connecticut Junior Republic
Connecticut Pediatric Neuropsychology Assoc.
Claudia and Samuel Connor

Amy Constantine

Nancy and James Cox

Patricia and Eric Daniels
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Denise deFiebre

Rowena and Donald Dery
Marzena and Marco D'Occhio
Dolan and Dolan, LLC
Dorman Law Firm

Sarah Downs

Terri Drew

Ann and Bob Dufresne

John Duhamel

Sheila and Paul Dworkin
Lissa Jean Eade

Nancy Earls

Mary Ann and James Emswiler

Amy Eppler-Epstein and Steven Epstein

Marilyn Fagelson

Susan and Stanely Fellman
Jonathan Field

Helene and Juan Figueroa

Vaughan Finn and Stephen Nightingale

Lynne and Richard Fletcher
Cathy Foley-Geib

Jonathan Francis

Holly and Robert Francis

Lori Fresina

Leslie and Carolyn Gabel-Brett
Carol Gammell

Miriam Gardner-Frum

Brenda and Joseph Garrison
Heather Gates

Linda Geisler

Elisabeth Gersten

Wendy Giffords

Marion Gilbert

Rosemary Giuliano

Jane Glander

Cynthia Glasser and Phil Putnam
Gordon, Muir & Foley, LLP
Andrea Gottsegen-Asnes
Katrina Goyco

Carly Graber and Peter Maher
Lynn and Stephen Grant
Carolyn Greene

Grenger Law Offices

Lisa Grumet

Nancy and Philip Guzman
Richard Harrison-Atlas

Sally and Robert Harvey

Joan Hedrick

Tracey and John Heslin
Patricia Hevner

Horton, Shields & Knox, PC
Chloe and Wesley Horton
Sybil and Andrew Houlding
Vicki and Gary Hubbert
Maureen Hughes

Janet Jackson

Jacqueline and Stephen Jacoby
Brook Jason

Patricia Joyce

Kathy Kalkbrenner

Barry Kasdan

Rita and Leonard Katz

Joan Kaufman and Steven Levin
Jacqueline Kelly

Jon Kempner

Charlotte Kinlock and Anne Stanback

Janice and Richard Kisiel
Maria and Stephen Klaffky
Lois Knight

Charlotte Koskoff

Pat and Frederick Krug

Mary Claire La Belle and Jeff Suter
Nancy and Jerome Lahman
Shelley and Robert Langer
Marsha Jeanne Lawson

Meagen Leduc-Meyer and John Meyer
Joan and Peter Levinson
Margaret Levy

J. Daane Logsdon and Gerard Barton
Hollace Lorch

Palma and Brian Lynch

Ellen and Gary MacDonald

Alan MacKenzie

Magellan Health

Carol Malick

Lisa Manganiello

Douglas Manion

Lesley and Daniel Mara

Iria Martin and Mark Kurtz
Michele and Ernest Mattei
Donna and Brian Mattiello

Alice and Edward Mattison
Nancy Matula and Jeff Brohinsky
Gail and Bud McDowell
Margaret McLaren

Darcy McGraw and Bruce Altman
Clare Meade

Susan and Douglas Miller

Liz Miller and Louis Hoyos

Dinah Milton-Kinne

Allison and Alexander Mohr
Marlee and Tom Mooney
Thomas Morawetz

Donna Morris

Anne and Bob Mueller

Nichelle and Raheem Mullins
Mulvey Oliver Gould & Crotta
Catherine and Scott Murphy

Lisa Namerow and Fred Tilden
John Nolan

Lori Nordstrom

Maria and Eric Nordstrom
Meredith O'Keefe

Susan and George Oleyer
Patricia Pac and Paul Letendre
Lisa Perkins

Pfizer Inc.

Kathryn Picanso

Suzanne and Andrew Pinkes
Piper Paul

Planned Parenthood of Southern New England
Marie Popielarczyk

Sarah Poriss

Lucy Potter and Timothy Everett
Marc Ramirez

Anna Reeve

Judith Resnik and Dennis Curtis
Jessica Ritter and Joseph Schwartz
Galo Rodriguez

William Rodriguez

Nancy and Michael Rohde
Florence Roisman

Barbara Rosin

Linda and David Roth

Renee Rovelli

Debra and James Ruel

Rebecca Rutrough

Sabina Dolan Gladys Saulsbury Foundation
Michelle Salonia

Candace Sanford

Emily and Paul Sarkis

Amber Sarno

Staff Attorney, Medical-Legal Partnership



Thank you for your support
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Kathleen Savino

Debbie Poerio and Mark Schein-

berg

Sarah Schlegel

Elaine and Michael Shapiro

Ellen Shemitz

Marsha Jean Shendell

Phyllis Shikora

Laura Lee and John Simon

Esther Smith

Harriet Jane Smith

Karen Snyder

Audrey and Ben Solnit

State Farm Insurance,
John Pedraza Agency

Barbara Steckler

Susan Stein

Alexandra Stevens

Kate Stith-Cabranes

Angela Stout

Andrea Sweet

Deidre Tavera

Jane and Richard Tedder

Corine Thompson

Preston Tisdale

Town Fair Tire Foundation, Inc.

Caroline Turcotte

Karin Twarog

UCONN Advocates for Children

University of New Haven -
Henry C. Lee College of Criminal
Justice & Forensic Services

Linne and Kenneth Ursaki

Mary Von Hermann & David Funkhouser

Faith Voswinkel

Walsh Woodard LLC

Stuart Warner and David Paltiel

Waterford Group Charitable Foundation

Anita and Herbert Weinblatt

Cindy and Charles Welsh

Barbara Werner

Alice and Eric Werner

Liz and Rob Werner

Elizabeth Whitsett

Michelle Wilcox DeBarge

Patricia and Thomas Wildman

Christina Williams

Emily and Marvin Williams

Stephen Wizner

Up to $99

Aleksandar Adamovic

Ana Alfaro

Patty and Mike Alquist
Sheila Amdur

Abigail Anderson

Rosemary Andle

Stephanie Anestis

Troy Baillargeon

Mitchell Baird

John Barney

Tom Basile

Alice and Jon Bauer

Laurie and Aaron Bayer
Bonnie Bayuk and Katrina Clark
Darlene and William Beckert
Cristhian Bedon

Jackie Benevenuto-Ferreira
Jeanne and Michael Bergin
Bonnie Berk
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Deborah and Lawrence Berliner
Barbara Blechner

David Blumes

Holly and John Boots
Elizabeth and Robert Booz
Mark Borenstein

Eleanor Boyd

Scott Brabant

Fiona and Mark Bradford
Julia Bradley

Karen Brand

Lori and David Brantner

Beth and Leonard Bren
William Breslau

Kenneth Bresler

Kristen Brierley

Michael Briney

Preston Britner

Janet Brodie

Glenna and Chet Brodnicki
Erica Bromley

Lucia Brooks

Joseph Brown

Kim Brownell

Sloan Bukowiec

Judith and Roger Bunker
Cindy and Jeffrey Byington
Robert Firger and Cecila Calhoun
Kathryn Calibey and Henry Salton
Jennifer Callahan

Linda and Joseph Campanella
Donna Cannon

Joe Caposella

Kathryn and William Carbone
Cardon’s Hair Design
Katherine Carey

Marianne and Tim Carroll
Pearl and Thomas Cavanaugh
John Chapman

Ed Chestler

Chubb & Son

Leslie Clark

Bruce Clarke

Classical Magnet School
Denise Cloutier

Ann Cohen

Linda and John Colantino
Claire Coleman

Gloria Coles

Edwin Colon

Jane Comerford

Michelle Concannon

Jane Condron

Bill Connolly

Beth Cook

Rod Copeland

Carly Corrigan

Sue Cote

John Cottrell and Patricia Naylor
Audrey and Joseph Courtney
Pedro Crespo

Elba Cruz Schulman

Sandra Cruz-Serrano
Joshua Custer

Amy D'Amaddio

Angela D'Amato

Molly and Gordon Dean

Jim DeDonato

Ann-Marie DeGraffenreidt
Karen DeMeola

Mike Desilets

Ryan Donohue

Mildred and Jay Doody

Brad Duelm

Leticia and Tim Dunn

Jennifer Duperry

Dora Dupre

Judy Dworin and Blu Lambert

Sarah and Matt Eagan

Gloria and William Earls

Early, Lucarelli, Sweeney &
Meisenkothen LLC

Barbara Edelson

Barbara Edinberg

Alida Engel

E-Tech Systems LLC

Woody Exley

Debbie Eyges

Paul Farina

Ivy Farinella

Steven Fasano

Julie and Michael Fay

Ada Fenick

Carrie Field and Matt Wax-Krell

Matilde Figueroa

Matt Fitch

Stephanie Fitzgerald & Frank Cochran

Kerrie and Chris Flanagan

Linda and John Fleming

Mary Flores-Harper & John Harper

Jean Foise

Karen Foley-Schain & Dennis Schain

Sharon and David Forrest

Deborah and David Frankfurter

Steven Frederick

Teresa Freeman & Brian Blakeley

R.S. Frisk

Sonya and Gerald Gale

Jared Gallagher

Patrick Gallahue

Abbie Garcia

Jonathan Garow

Anna Garsten

Eddie Genao

Michael Germano

Andrea and Steven Goldenberg

Linda and Ira Goldman

Anne Goldstein and Philip Tegeler

Maria Goncalves

Susan and Michael Good

Abigail Gorton & John Biddiscombe

Kristen Granatek

Karen and Stuart Greenbaum

Nancy Greenberg

Mille Grenough and Paul Bloom

Tom Gugliotti

Phyllis Guss

Jon Handwerk

Norman Hanenbaum

Mardi Hanson-d'Alessandro

LaShanda Harvey

Jackie and John Hastings

Josephine Hawke

Kevin Hayward

Connie Healy

Kelly Hebrank

Aimee Hendrigan

Barbara Hennessy

Eva Holmes

Home Depot Foundation

Lisa Honigfeld

Anita and Kevin Horrigan

Harold Horwich

Laurel Hoskins and Steven Pevar

Simone and Clay Howe

Jessica Hrubiec

Jeff Hurst

Hon. Bernadette Conway and
Frank lannotti

Ira B. Grudberg LLC

Michele Jacklin and James Estrada

Tauheedah Jackson

Linda and Michael Jainchill

Amy Johnson

Nancy and Gary Johnson

Winston Johnson

David Johnston

Susan Jones

Victoria Joyal

Diane Kaplan

Stephen Karp

Lisa Kaston and Thomas Behrendt

Adam Keating

Hon. Christine Keller

Judy King

Rhea Klein

Jill Kniffin

Alex Knopp

Lisa Kugelman

Mollie Kurs

Marcella and JD LaBelle

Janet LaForgia

Susan Lane

Sharon Langer & Matthew Horowitz

David Larson

Karen and Joseph LaRussa

Law Offices of Kevin F. Collins

Nancy and Garry Leonard

Leslie Levin

Silas Levine

Hilary and Elcon Levinson

Sue and Michael Lewis

Carol Lindquist

Anthony Loschiavo

Robert Loucas

Andrew Lucas

Lois Luddy

Bethany Lyon

Jay Lyons

Rona Malakoff and Ethan Goller

Allison Malerba

Ruth Mantak

Amy March

Josephine Marchetti

Beth and Martin Margulies

Gary Markoski

Anna Martini

Marisa Mascolo Halm and
Christopher Halm

Dara Mason

Kathryn May

Claude Mayo

Sharon McHale

Patricia MclIntosh

Emily Melendez

Susan Meredith and John Watson

Ann Merriam Feinberg

Judith Meyers

Kathleen Miller & James Hennessey

Suzanne Miller

Jeanne Milstein

Carlos Miranda

Gregory Mize

Kathryn Scheinberg Meyer

Director, Speak Up Initiatives

Thank you for your support
Contributions received July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015

Diana Gagnon & Michael Morales

Mary and Brian Moran

Mary Lee Morrison

Robin Murphy

Melinda Murray

Kate Mylod and Timothy Lynch

Bob Nackoul

Michael Nanez

Angela and Russell Nelson

Emily Nicholson-Gross

Joseph Nielsen

Gladys Nieves

Dan Nocera

Elizabeth and Don Noel

Sam Oakes

Amorette and Liam O'Brien

Michelle O'Connell

Astrida and William Olds

Marilyn Ondrasik

Amy Elizabeth O'Neal & Jason R. Hine

Mickey and Mitch Orkin

Paul Orth

Gilda Outremont

Lissa Paris

Michele and Alan Parker

Robert Parnes

Lisa and Roger Passavant

Alison and Jeffrey Pease

Keith Pease

Laura and David Pels

Richard Petrucci

Patricia Picard

Johanna Plummer

Raphael Podolsky

Chloe Poisson

Diane Polan

Mellissa and Peter Puchalski

Tom Pugliese

Leah Purtill-Legare

Marilyn and Robert Rath

Margaret and Charles Rich

Barbara Ricketts

Valerie Riesbeck

Jean Rincon

Peter Rockholz

Sergio Rodriguez

Alice Rosenthal

Rosalie Roth

Virginia Ruggieri

Wendy Saffer and Tom Johnston

Marianne & Oscar Santo Domingo

Diana Sarro

Geoffery Scales

Carlota and Neil Schechter

Kathryn Scheinberg-Meyer and
Eddie Meyer

Paul Schneider

Bruce Schreiber

Kathleen Schultz

Russell Schwartz

Eileen and William Schwitter

Angela Scott

Lizzie Serrano

Colleen Shaddox

Kathleen Shea Querfeld

Amy and Colin Sheehan

Rocky Sheffield

Fran Sherman and Scott Tucker

Louise Simmons

Hilda Slivka

Brian Smith
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Leon Smith

Javier Soegaard

Rob Spaulding

Julie Spencer

Barbara Spiegel

Nikki Statoulas

Terry and Tim Steele

Rachelle Steencken

Deborah Stewart

Zoe Stout

Krystyna and Andrew Stronski

Jaime Stross

Mary Ellen Stuart

Jerry Sullivan

Tim Sullivan

Lisa and Bruce Sussman

Susan Talbott

Louis Tallarita

Doug Tanner

Justin Taylor

Lori Temple

Linda Therriault

Ellen and John Thomas

Eliana Thomen

Sally Tomiko

Maureen Tracy

Annmarie Tremont

Scott Truss

Michelle Turner

United Technologies Corporation

United Way of Coastal Fairfield
County

David Valenti

Haydee Valentin

Janet Van Tassel

Purvi and Jeffrey Vanderploeg

William Verhoeff

Stacey Violante Cote & Stephen Cote

Oksana Walczok

Gabrielle Waligora

Anthony Wallace

Walmart

Weinerman Foundation

George Welch

Janice and David Wenzel

Whitney Pediatric & Adolescent
Medicine P.C.

Robert Wice

Felicia Wilion and Jay Frankel

Krystal Wilkins

Diane Willcuts

Chris Williams

Lynn and Lee Williamson

Rhonda Wirth

Jessica Wolf

Alicia Woodsby

James Wright

Judy Young

Jessica and Eric Zachs

Stephen Zazzaro

InKind Donors

Cromwell Growers
Crystal Rock

Harte Auto Group
House of Flora

National Sign Company
UConn School of Law

Center for Children’s Advocacy
Financial Information July 1, 2014 - June 30, 2015

Income

Grants/Contributions 1,437,479
Fees/Contracts 411,455
Other 105,884
Total 1,954,818

Grants/Contributions Fees/Contracts Other
74% 21% 5%
Expense

Programs/Services 1,801,660
Office/Administrative 118,042
Total 1,919,702

Office/Administrative

Programs/Services
94% 6%

Staff Attorney, Child Abuse Project



83%

decrease in the number of New Haven youth
referred to court for non-criminal violations such
as skipping school or missing an appointment

375

low income children and families got legal help
to keep their heat and electricity on

997

young children will get support in
school instead of being suspended
for behavior problems

Some of the
very good
things you

made happen

23,000

Bridgeport stude s will have access
to screening and evaluations for
special education

255

teens received legal rights and
advocacy training to keep them safe

92%

of Hartford youth served by the
Homeless Youth Project graduated from
high school or remained in school
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Director, Medical-Legal Partnership

256,000

Medicaid-insured Children have
access to mental health screenings
at annual well-care visits

460

children from 31 towns got services
and supports to improve their health

4,350

altema ve school students will receive
an education substantially equivalent to
that of students in regular public schools

42

magnet schools are serving
47% of Hartford’s minority students.

A 2015 report by The Civil Rights Project at UCLA,
“Connecticut School Integration - Moving Forward as
the Northeast Retreats,” finds that due to the Sheff case,
Connecticut “is the only state in the Northeast that is
going in a positive direction and it has created voluntary
processes that have clearly reduced severe segregation
in a time devoid of national leadership.”

Center for Children’s Advocacy Projects

Child Abuse Project

Our attorneys provide individual legal representation for
children who are victims of abuse or neglect. We go to
group homes and residential facilities to teach youth about
their legal rights. We advocate for reforms to the state’s
child protection system, and train new child welfare attor-
neys to provide quality representation.

Medical-Legal Partnership Project

Our attorneys have offices inside health care sites in Hart-
ford, New Britain and New Haven. We partner with doctors
to address social and environmental factors that have neg-
ative impact on children’s health, and advocate for systemic
reforms to increase poor children’s access to health care.

Racial Justice Project

Our attorneys address systemic policies and practices

that result in racial disparities in educational achievement,
health and juvenile justice involvement. Our work includes
representation of the plaintiffs in the Sheff v. O’Neill edu-
cational equity lawsuit. We lead Disproportionate Minority
Contact committees in four cities to implement systemic
change and reduce the overrepresentation of youth of color
in the juvenile justice system.

TeamChild Juvenile Justice Project

Our attorneys help children who are in the state’s juvenile
justice system or at risk of involvement with the juvenile
justice system. We help youth access educational and
mental health services to prevent future involvement, and
advocate for reforms to the state’s juvenile justice and
education systems.

Teen Legal Advocacy Project

Our attorneys work with teens to resolve critical issues and
prevent school dropout and homelessness. We oversee a
statewide group that is redesigning the system of services
for homeless youth, increasing access to education, health-
care and basic needs services. We bring our Mobile Legal
Office to community sites to help teens get the support they
need to be safe and stay in school.

Speak Up Initiatives

Our attorneys empower youth to advocate for themselves
and have a voice in the development of state and local
policy and systems. We hold workshops for youth living in
group homes and residential treatment facilities, and devel-
op materials to educate youth about their legal rights. We
help them develop advocacy strategies to work with policy
makers on youth-led social change.
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Founder and Executive Director



Board of Directors

Douglas Colosky, Chair
Antonia Thompson, Secretary
William Rodriguez, Treasurer
Scott Brabant

Rudolph Brooks

David Cooney

Timothy Diemand

Kathryn Emmett (ex officio)
LaShanda B. Harvey

Robin Keller

Claude Mayo

Elise Rosen

Daniel Schopick

Martha Stone (ex officio)

Eric L. Sussman

Advisory Board
Miriam Berkman
Mario Borelli
John Brittain
Brett Dignam

L. Philip Guzman
Wesley Horton
Elizabeth Morgan
Eileen Silverstein
Preston Tisdale
Stanley A. Twardy, Jr.
Stephen Wizner

Staff
Martha Stone, JD, Executive Director

Jay Sicklick, JD, Deputy Director;
Director, Medical-Legal Partnership Project

Daniela Aguila, Paralegal
Medical-Legal Partnership Project

Bonnie Berk, Communications Director
Jane Brady, Donor Relations

Edwin Colon, JD, Staff Attorney,
Teen Legal Advocacy Project

Stacey Violante Cote, JD, MSW,
Director, Teen Legal Advocacy Project

Alexandra Dufresne, JD, Staff Atty, Child Abuse Project

Marisa Halm, JD, Director,
TeamChild Juvenile Justice Project

Andre Jackson, Coordinator, Mobile Legal Office
Tasha Jackson, Finance Director

Kathryn Scheinberg Meyer, JD
Director, Speak Up Initiatives

Lori Nordstrom, JD, Director, Grants
Stephanie Perez, Legal Assistant

Alice Rosenthal, JD, Staff Attorney,
Medical-Legal Partnership Project

Bonnie Roswig, JD, Senior Staff Attorney,
Medical-Legal Partnership Project

Leon Smith, JD, Director, Racial Justice Project

Andrea Spencer, PhD, Educational Consultant

Susan Stein, Director of Development

Zoe Stout, JD, Senior Staff Attorney, Child Abuse Project
Ann Tremont, Office Manager

Elizabeth Wilson, Development Associate

Center for Children’s Advocacy
Fighting for the legal rights of
Connecticut's most vulnerable children

kidscounsel.org
speakupteens.org




