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REQUEST TO REVISE
The undersigned counsel for the children, C, S and A, respectfully requests pursant to Practice Book 10-35 1 and 35-1(b) that the Petitioner, the Commissioner of the Department of Children and Families, revise the petitions to terminate the parental rights of the parents of C, S, and A, now pending in this court by providing a more complete and particular statement of why she believes termination is in the best interest of each individual child.  To wit,
1. Each petition alleges on page 3 of the 4 pages of Form JD-JM-40 (Petition For Termination Of Parental Rights), that “the parental rights of the below named parent be terminated in the best interests of said child/youth, for the following reasons under Connecticut General Statutes Sec. 17a-112…”.  Thereafter, the petition alleges the fulfillment of the Petitioner’s reasonable efforts obligations and the adjudicatory allegations which the Petitioner believes justify termination.  This form contains no further, more specific mention of best interests or other dispositional allegation.  The attached “Summary of Adjudicatory Facts For Termination Of Parental Rights” (emphasis added) contains no dispositional allegations or recommendations whatsoever.


 That the proposed termination of parental rights is in the children’s best interest must be proved by the Petitioner by clear and convincing evidence.  General Statues 17a-112(b), In Re Eden F., 48 Conn. App. 290, 308 (1998).  The children, who do not want to be adopted, and their counsel require more information in the pleadings as to why termination is in their best interest in order to adequately defend against the petitions.  This is especially true for C., who is almost 13 years old, and who has through his counsel informed the Petitioner’s counsel of his refusal to consent to an adoption, as is his right under both Connecticut General statutes  45a-724(1) and Massachusetts General Law  210  2.
Respectfully Submitted by 








The children
BY:
_________________________________

Lynn B. Cochrane
THEIR ATTORNEY
GREATER HARTFORD LEGAL
ASSISTANCE, INC
80 Jefferson Street
Hartford, CT 06106
JURIS NO. 101817

CERTIFICATION 
I hereby certify that a true and attested copy of the foregoing Motion to Strike was hand-delivered to the following counsel and pro se parties of record on the ____ day of February, 1998
_________________________________

Jamie Bell
Commissioner of the Superior Court
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