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____________________________________:   SEPTEMBER xx, 2006

MOTION REQUESTING PERMISSION

FOR CHILD WITNESSES TO TESTIFY
Mary and Jane Doe, pursuant to Connecticut Practice Book § 32a-4 (b), respectfully request this Court to grant them permission to testify at the termination of parental rights trial scheduled for November xx, 2006.

In support of this motion, Mary and Jane assert the following:

1.
On November xx, 2006, a contested termination of parental rights trial is scheduled in this Court.

2.
In accordance with Connecticut law and Connecticut Practice Book § 32a-4 (b), the Court should permit Mary and Jane to testify on their own behalf.  See In re Noel M., 23 Conn. App. 410 (1990).  This testimony will be crucial in determining whether it is in the best interests of these children to forever terminate their relationship with their mother.   

3.
Pursuant to Connecticut Practice Book § 26-1(h), Mary and Jane are parties to this case.  In fact, Mary has explicitly and clearly expressed her desire to testify.  As parties, they are entitled to address the Court in their own voice, on their own behalf.  

4.
Mary is currently eleven years old and Jane is currently nine years old.  They are both extremely vocal and intelligent for their age, with direct and personal insight crucial to the outcome of this impending trial.  Their testimony will be both relevant and reliable.

WHEREFORE, Mary and Jane Doe respectfully request that this Court: 

a.  Issue this order granting them permission to testify at the contested termination of parental rights trial on November xx, 2006 or any future date set for such hearing;

b.  Issue this order in advance of trial so that adequate time and notice will be had to arrange transportation and prepare their testimony; 

c.  Further order that DCF provide for their transportation on this date, or anytime thereafter if the hearing is continued, since they are currently located in two different foster homes, one resides in TOWN A and the other resides in TOWN B.   


Respectfully submitted,


_____________________________________


Martha Stone 


Center for Children’s Advocacy, Inc.


University of Connecticut School of Law


65 Elizabeth Street


Hartford, CT   06105


Juris # 421708


(860) 570-5327


(860) 570-5256 fax


Attorney for the Children
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The above motion having come before this Court for consideration, it is hereby 

ordered   GRANTED/DENIED.


____________________________________




  Superior Court Judge
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