Runaway & Homeless Youth in CT
Who Are They?

Unaccompanied youth (runaways, “throwaways”)

Youth who have been separated from their family who is homeless

Adolescent boys not allowed into family shelters

Youth in the care of DCF who have runaway
Youth involved in the FWSN or YIC system

Some involved with the adult criminal justice system

Victims of sexual abuse

Large percentage of LGBTQ youth
Victims of commercial sexual exploitation (“prostitution”)
What Legal Rights do Runaway & Homeless Youth Have?

They can go to school- no matter where they are living or for how long!
· Homeless liaisons in every school district
· Surrogate parent for special education students
· Cannot be disciplined for issues related to homelessness

They can get mental health care!
· 6 sessions of outpatient mental health care without parent permission
· Can be renewed
· For 14 & 15 y.o.- 5 days of inpatient mental health care & then parental consent is required 
· For 16 y.o. and over can be admitted as an adult voluntary patient for inpatient mental health care

They can get reproductive healthcare!
· Birth control, STI testing & treatment, termination services

They have some living options!
· DCF care, emancipation, transfer of guardianship, limited shelter beds
Unaccompanied homeless youth can get financial aid to go to college!
· Independent for purposes of the FAFSA

They can get fee waivers for the SAT!
· Fee waivers are available for homeless students

Immigration options may be possible!
· Abused or neglected youth, victims of trafficking or violent crimes
To Get Legal Assistance for Runaway & Homeless Youth, 
Call CCA’s Teen Legal Clinic at (860)570-5327 or (203)223-8975.
Check our website for more help: www.kidscounsel.org (click on teen legal rights)
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