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:    SUPERIOR COURT



:    

IN RE CHILD




:    JUVENILE MATTERS AT HARTFORD




:    


____________________________________:    March xx, 2009

EMERGENCY MOTION TO REVIEW DCF’S EFFORTS TO COMPLY WITH AN IN-COURT AGREEMENT TO DISCHARGE CHILD FROM SAFE HOME 
Pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. § 46b-121 and Conn. Practice Book § 34a-23, the minor child, CHILD, asks this Court to order that the Department of Children and Families (“DCF” or “department”) expedite all efforts to place CHILD in a family setting (relative or non-relative foster care).  This request follows an agreement reached in court on February xx, 2009 providing that DCF would move CHILD from his SAFE home to an identified foster care placement within 30 days.  The undersigned recently learned from DCF that the identified foster care placement is no longer under consideration by the Department.  However, CHILD has already spent an undue amount of time in the SAFE home, a congregate care setting not appropriate for a 3 year old child.  In support of this Motion, the undersigned also offers the following:

1. CHILD was taken into DCF custody on January xx, 2009 and subsequently placed in a DCF SAFE home on January xx.  As of the date of this writing, CHILD has been in the SAFE home for xx days, already over the maximum length of permitted stay for a child in such a congregate care placement.  

2. At a neglect hearing on February xx, the Department agreed to expedite the foster care licensing process and place CHILD with an extended member of his family within 30 days.  At that time, the Department indicated that it was aware that the identified placement resource was not a blood relative and that, on a prior occasion, she had commenced the foster care licensing process but ultimately chose not to be licensed by the Department.  At the February xx hearing, the Department represented that the placement resource had no child protection history, and appeared to be a viable placement option.  

3. Undersigned made several subsequent efforts to follow up on the Department’s progress in licensing the identified placement resource.  On March xx, 2009 Social Worker Supervisor ________ indicated that the Department may not be able to comply with the agreement because the Department was still addressing the question of the blood relationship between the identified resource and respondent mother as well as whether the resource and mother were forthright about the nature of the connection.  

4. On March xx, 2009, DCF informed the undersigned that the agency determined that the placement resource was not viable due to the respondent mother and the placement resource’s lack of candor regarding the nature of their kin relationship.  The undersigned requested that all efforts continue to be made to place CHILD in a family setting as soon as possible.  

5. CHILD’s need for a secure and stable placement cannot be met in a SAFE home.  He needs to be placed in a family setting that can meet his age-appropriate need for attention and nurturance from a consistent caregiver.  The SAFE home is staffed by multiple individuals who change shifts every 8 hours and cannot afford CHILD consistent, individualized attention.  Delaying CHILD’s transition to an appropriate, more permanent setting will likely have a detrimental impact on his psychological and emotional well-being. 

6. Prolonging CHILD’s stay in a SAFE home is also inconsistent with DCF’s own policy, which provides that children spend no more than a maximum of 30 to 45 days in this type of setting.  See DCF Policy Manual § 36-52-2.  As of the filing of this Motion, CHILD has been living in a SAFE home for the last 55 days.

WHEREFORE, the attorney for the child respectfully requests that this Court order that DCF expedite all efforts to transfer CHILD to an appropriate family setting within the next 2 weeks.  


Respectfully submitted,


____________________________________


Sarah Healy Eagan 


Center for Children’s Advocacy, Inc.


65 Elizabeth Street


Hartford, CT   06105


Juris # 


(860) 570-5327


(860) 570-5256 fax


Attorney for CHILD
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The above motion having come before this Court for consideration, it is hereby 

ordered   GRANTED/DENIED.


____________________________________




  Superior Court Judge
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