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MOTION FOR INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT 

tc \l1 "MOTION FOR INDEPENDENT ASSESSMENT 
   Pursuant to the provisions of Conn. Gen. Stat. ' 46b-129a and Conn. Practice Book ' 34a-21, the child, NAME , by and through undersigned counsel, respectfully requests this Court to issue an order requiring the Department of Children and Families to make appropriate arrangements for an independent assessment of CHILD. In support of this motion, the following is asserted:  

1.  On October 16, 2002, the Department of Children and Families invoked a 96 Hour hold for CHILD and his two younger siblings, and on October 18, 2002, an Order of Temporary Custody was granted.  CHILD was committed to the Department of Children and Families on January 14, 2003.  

2.  CHILD has had nine placements in the thirteen-month period that he has been in the custody of DCF.  CHILD was initially placed in a foster home, followed by a Safe Home.  After disrupting from the Safe Home, CHILD spent time in the Manchester Hospital Emergency Room, followed by an emergency foster home, followed by a shelter, followed by the Hartford Juvenile Detention Center.  CHILD then moved to Connecticut Children=s Place, and later to the Waterford Country School.  He was most recently placed back at Connecticut Children=s Place on November 7, 2003, having disrupted from the Waterford Country School placement.     

3.  Psychiatric and psychological examinations conducted by the schools and the Department of Children and Families have not been consistent in their findings and recommendations for CHILD. Examinations conducted within weeks of each other reveal conflicting findings and none of the examiners have had CHILD=s entire file and history on hand to make a detailed assessment of CHILD, nor have any examiners interviewed all of the key persons who have a significant role in CHILD=s life.   

4.  Counsel for CHILD has ongoing concerns about CHILD=s psychological health.  Because CHILD=s existing evaluations are replete with conflicting diagnoses and recommendations, the following are requested to be incorporated into the comprehensive independent assessment: 

a.  A quality mental health assessment;

b.  A current interpretation of prior testing;

c.  Identification of CHILD=s current mental and developmental status;

d.  Analysis of all available information, including environmental and ecological data on family, school, mentors, and providers;

e.  Identification of gaps and further necessary assessments, if any, such as educational achievement or IQ testing;

f.  Analysis and identification of those conditions under which CHILD might be at risk for becoming clinically unstable or presenting dangerous behaviors;

g.  Analysis of the most appropriate and least restrictive treatment options for supporting CHILD=s clinical needs and family connections; and 

h.  An integrated assessment of the above information to determine CHILD=s best interests and what he needs to be successful. 

5. Counsel for CHILD would request the assessment be performed by the multidisciplinary assessment team at the Village for Families and Children or some other similar provider, agreed to by child=s counsel, provided that the examiner has a license or certification in child psychology, or is a child psychiatrist.

6. Counsel for CHILD also requests that CHILD not be moved to any other facility, unless agreed to by CHILD through his counsel, until the independent assessment has been performed and the results have been used to determine the most appropriate placement for CHILD.   

WHEREFORE, counsel for the child respectfully requests this Court order the Department of Children and Families to facilitate an independent assessment of CHILD’S NAME .  

Respectfully submitted,

BY:
___________________________________

ATTORNEY NAME

Juris No. XXXXX

Center for Children's Advocacy

University of Connecticut School of Law

65 Elizabeth Street

Hartford, CT  06105

860-870-5327 phone

860-570-5256 fax

O R D E R
The Motion for Independent Assessment, having come before this Court for consideration, it is hereby ordered that: a) the Department of Children and Families facilitate an independent assessment of the child, CHILD’S NAME, in accordance with the terms set forth above, and b) that said Independent Assessment be performed prior to, and used in the determination of any further residential placement, unless otherwise agreed upon by CHILD, through his counsel.  

GRANTED/DENIED.

___________________________________

Judge, Superior Court

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

This is to certify that a copy of the foregoing has been mailed postage prepaid to NAME, Assistant Attorney General, MacKenzie Hall, 110 Sherman Street, Hartford, CT 06105; PARENT’S ATTORNEY, ADDRESS, on this 26th day of November, 2003.
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