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REDACTED  COMPLAINT


To the Superior Court in and for the Judicial District of New Britain, at 20 Franklin Square, New Britain, Connecticut, on January 22, 2008 comes JOHN DOE, STREET, East Hartford, Connecticut, appealing from the decision of a Substantiation Hearing conducted by the Administrative Hearing Unit of the Connecticut Department of Children and Families, and complains and says:

1.
The applicant, was notified that he was substantiated as a person responsible for child abuse or neglect, specifically for the “sexual abuse/exploitation and moral neglect” of a minor child, Yasmine E.

2.
The applicant requested a hearing on the substantiation finding and a hearing was held on October 3, 2007.

3.
The Decision was issued on October 30, 2007, mailed on October 31, 2007, and reissued in Spanish on November 15, 2007.  The Decision was corrected on November 27, 2007 to remove “language erroneously included from a prior decision, which was incorporated into MR. DOE’S decision in error.”

4.
The Decision upholds the substantiation and the determination to list the applicant on the Central Registry of Persons Responsible for Child Abuse and Neglect.

5.
The Hearing Officer conducting the hearing for the Administrative Hearing Unit of the Connecticut Department of Children and Families erred by affirming the substantiation determination in one or more of the following ways:



a.
Depriving the Plaintiff of his ability to present exculpatory evidence;


b.
Proceeding with the hearing and substantiation despite the plaintiff’s inability to participate meaningfully due to a failure to comprehend the hearing process;


c.
Contrary to Section 22-12-7 of the Policy Manual of the Department of Children and Families, the Hearing Officer failed to limit or exclude evidence which was irrelevant, immaterial, unduly prejudicial and inflammatory.  The Hearing Officer admitted into the record exhibits pertaining to the Department of Children and Families investigations regarding Yomaire A.  The Plaintiff was not substantiated in regard to that investigation, yet the Hearing Officer treated the evidence as proof of “bad acts” that appear to weigh in the Hearing Officer’s findings regarding both Plaintiff’s credibility and his responsibility in the instant matter; and 


d.
The Plaintiff reserves the right to cite additional grounds upon review of a transcript of the full proceeding.

6.
The Plaintiff is aggrieved by the Decision.

WHEREFORE, the Plaintiff petitions for review of the claim and for an order reversing the finding of substantiation and the order that he be listed on the Central Registry, or such other proper order as the Court deems advisable.
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STATEMENT OF AMOUNT IN DEMAND
The amount, legal interest and or property in demand is greater than FIFTEEN THOUSAND ($15,000.00), exclusive of interest or costs.
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CERTIFICATION OF FINANCIAL RESPONSIBILITY

The undersigned hereby certifies that he has personal knowledge of the Plaintiff's financial responsibility and deems it sufficient.

_________________________________

JAMES C. WING, JR.
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AFFIDAVIT

Sandra H. Bryan, being duly sworn hereby deposes and says that:


1.
I am over the age of 21 and believe in the obligations and meaning of an oath;


2.
On December 12, 2007, I served a copy of the foregoing Summons and Complaint by depositing a copy of same in the United States mail, certified, postage prepaid, return receipt requested, addressed to the Department of Children and Families, 505 Hudson Street, Hartford, Connecticut 06106.







AFFIANT,






____________________________________







Sandra H. Bryan


Subscribed and sworn to before me this 4th day of March, 2008.

_____________________________

JAMES C. WING, JR.

Commissioner of the Superior Court
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