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Youth Who “Age Out” of Foster Care Remain Eligible
for HUSKY Health Coverage Until Age 21


Young adults who were in the custody of the Department of Children and Families (DCF) when they turned 18 remain eligible for Medicaid (HUSKY A) until they turn 21, regardless of their income or their financial assets.  Where the young adults were living when they turned 18 (e.g., with foster parents, a relative, in a group home or residential treatment program) does not matter so long as the young adults were in the custody of DCF.  In addition, almost all youth and children under the age of 18 who are in the care or custody of DCF are eligible for HUSKY.  Some young adults who turn 21 may also still be eligible for Medicaid coverage.

The young adult:

· does not have to receive independent living payments from DCF to qualify, and

· can have health insurance through a job and still be eligible for HUSKY, which may be able to pay for services not covered by private health insurance.

For youth turning 18:

· The Department of Social Services should continue HUSKY coverage when notified by the Dept. of Children and Families (DCF) about the age change.

· If there is a problem, or to confirm that the youth will remain on HUSKY after turning 18, call the HUSKY Infoline at 
1-877-CT-HUSKY.
For former foster youth ages 18, 19, and 20 who are not enrolled in HUSKY:

· Call the Department of Social Services at (860) 424-5540.  You can also call the HUSKY Infoline at 1-877-CT-HUSKY  for questions about HUSKY.   Be sure to explain that the young adult was in DCF care when turning age 18.

For young adults who turn 21:

· There are many ways to be eligible for Medicaid after the age of 21.  For example, a parent, pregnant woman, or person with disabilities may be eligible.

· For further information or to apply for Medicaid coverage after the age of 21, contact the HUSKY Infoline at 1-877-CT-HUSKY.

HUSKY provides comprehensive

physical and mental health services

Youth under the age of 21 are entitled to all medically necessary services, including preventive check-ups, mental health and substance abuse visits, family planning, dental care, and transportation to and from medical appointments.  Youth do not have to pay for covered Medicaid services.

Connecticut's Jim Casey
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...helping youth transition from foster care to independent living
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To learn more about the Connecticut Jim Casey Initiative,�contact Douglas Hall, CT Voices for Children at 203-498-4240 or doug@ctkidslink.org


For more on the national Initiative, visit www.jimcaseyyouth.org
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