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MOTION FOR APPOINTMENT OF


INDEPENDENT EVALUATOR FOR PURPOSE OF


ASSESSING PARENT/CHILD RELATIONSHIP
Pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. §§46b-121 and 129, undersigned attorney for the respondent child, LL, respectfully requests this Court to appoint an independent psychologist,                  , to assist counsel in developing an appropriate permanency and visitation plan for this child.

In support of this request, counsel states the following:

1.  LL is a five year old child who has been committed to the Department of Children and Families (DCF) since February 2, 1999.  She was removed from her mother’s care after a referral was made alleging sexual abuse of this child by her mother’s boyfriend.

2.  Prior to removal of this child from her mother’s care, DCF indicated in a Family Treatment Plan, dated May 20, 1998, that the “mother and child appear very well bonded.”

3.  Since removal from her mother’s care on January 29, 1999, this child has been in the care of a maternal cousin.

4.  On February 8, 2000, DCF submitted a permanency plan for this child that stated as the Department’s goal, reunification of the child with the child’s mother.

5.  On March 21, 2000, DCF indicated at a continued Permanency Plan Review hearing that the Department would file a petition for termination of parental rights within thirty days of the hearing.

6.  Counsel for this child has some serious concerns about terminating parental rights without first conducting a psychological evaluation of the parent/child relationship.  Prior to removal of the child from her mother’s care, DCF indicated that a bond existed between the parent and child.  That relationship should be more fully assessed before taking legal action as drastic as termination of parental rights.

7.  Counsel for this child has serious concerns about the significant disruption in visitation between November 1999 and February, 2000.  This child has had sporadic and limited contact with her mother due to restricted visitation.

8.  At the recommendation of the child’s therapist, DCF ceased visitation between this child and her mother in November, 1999.

9.  On February 8, 2000, at the request of this child’s counsel, DCF agreed to resume bi-weekly supervised visitation.  At the mother’s request, DCF agreed, on March 28, 2000, at an Administrative Case Review conference to increase visitation to weekly visits.

10.  On or about May 1, 2000, the parties agreed that DCF would arrange and pay for a parent/child interactional evaluation.

11.  On or about June 20, 2000, the DCF social worker, social worker supervisor, and program supervisor decided DCF would only arrange the evaluation if ordered by the Court.

12.  This child’s counsel urges the Court to approve an independent evaluation to be conducted at some point after regular weekly visitation has resumed.

WHEREFORE, for the foregoing reasons, undersigned counsel respectfully requests this Court to grant this motion.
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Martha Stone
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Attorney for Respondent Child


O R D E R
The above motion having come before this Court for consideration, it is hereby ordered 

GRANTED/DENIED.

___________________________________

Judge, Superior Court
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